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Treatment of Olecranon Fracture by Using Tension Band Suture

Instead of Tension Band Wiring

afvn dnseTayns, Iawa Fulve’
1 2
Supatcha Nittrasrisamut , Chitpon Sinchai

unAnge

unin: nsggn olecranon  Fnuvuinisindouvesnsegnindnduderida Tassnns
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Abstract

Background: Displaced olecranon fractures often require surgery. Traditional
methods of stabilization using tension band wire fixation and plate fixation achieve
adequate union and function but are associated with a high rate of re-operation and
wound problems because of prominent metalwork

Objectives: Proposed tension band suture instead of tension band wiring in the
case of displaced simple olecranon fracture for reducing wound problems that lead to
reoperation.

Methodology: The study used a comparative research design to describe tension
band suture technique for fixation of simple olecranon fractures and compare duration of
surgery, estimated blood loss, post-operative elbow range of motion, duration of union
fracture and re-operation rate between tension band suture and tension band wiring. The
data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, median,
Mann-Whitney test, t-test, and chi-square.

Results: Duration of surgery, estimated blood loss, elbow extension after 6 weeks
of surgery and duration of union fracture were not statistically significant difference
between both methods. However, elbow flexion after 6 weeks of surgery, tension band
suture is better than tension band wiring with statistically significant. No one has to re-
operation in tension band suture.

Conclusions: Tension band suture can treat simple displaced olecranon fractures

instead of tension band wiring.

Keywords: olecranon fracture, tension band suture, tension band wiring
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uni (Background)
nsgan olecranon ¥NHUs U0
0.9% maamsaﬂﬁﬂﬁgwm wazduszui
10% Y83NTEANINAILULIBITINE @A
dulvgiinannsnssunnlngnTansenIsau
foduitu anvaznszgniindulvgiduiuy
dhdauaznszgniinudu 2 Fu liusnazden
(simple fracture) fdutesfinszgninuuy
wAnazldeum (comminuted fracture)
M33ne1nsen olecranon Wil
wuuldnTfn (conservative) WagN1SHIFA
(operative) n155nwrnuUlsEIFnzvinTy
ﬂizﬁmz@ﬂﬁmwﬂbjmﬁau (non-displaced
fracture) wawil extensor mechanism 7if
vidensalftnogeensfililaldauuauinnin
drun1sSnwinuunIfnagyinlunsaliinng
Lﬂﬁauﬁumﬂiz@ﬂ (displaced fracture) #3903l
nsideluves extensor mechanism %3il
aruldifupsvasdoren (elbow instability)
wiasnuuuuUsziulszroudilillina’
Wavanewesnisiadaie el
nseqan olecranon b 91 7 ( anatomic
reduction) LLiﬂﬁuaﬂﬂﬁ’]mﬁa triceps NAULN
Wuunf (neutralize displacing force of the
triceps) n1swndeulmvesderenndunniy
Uni wazudnideanisiianawnsndounie
Fosrindagn
wadansefaivauuunisHisa
1nadn (tension band  wiring) N15lalLaY
Wan (plate fixation) %38 intramedullary
fixation wAtgyniAeLnLAANALNIAGDUIN
N13HAAY 1NAN1TSEATELABIYRIUNYY
wian (Kirschner wire or wire knot) $uua
DavldiAanisinige 3esududewdingd
Wietendneen Fefisrearuiinisia
AMzuNsnFeuiannnisifatnaln 75%
warnslduruman 500 °
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ioufdgminisszaeifosvest
WUYRUWAN (skin irritation) auiilugnis
Mg uiiothainesn SaAn3EnsHSALULY
Tud Tneldnisandniealuu (tension band
suture) LNUNITNIAALAAIA (tension band
wiring) uAdspadimnuudansaviniy waglill
NN35¢ATBLABIVDIVLYUMAN

wn1sAnE (Methods)
1. Usz9ns uazngudaiegne fUle
918 12-80 U m%’ﬂmﬁiiqwmmaﬁmqqé”w
L'%'aﬂﬂixﬂﬂ olecranon FnWUULAABUA 2 Fu
(simple displaced olecranon fracture)
Fausuns1AL 2560 — Sunmw 2562 Tagldsu
msayﬁgmmﬂQ’ﬁl,%ﬁ%’umiﬁﬂmLLasaam%’U
INMNAULATIUAITNIITUID5 85550 U
M3FnwNAETIn 1aufl 12/2563
2. sUsuunsfine Wunisdne
LT9LUT 8 ULT ¥ U (comparative research
desigNlAgd1la@UBNITHIAANTE QN
olecranon #n laglyimalinn1suifnlug Ao
ns5egluu (tension band suture) 3’33J‘17?\‘1
WisuguseezanlunsEngn Usunaiben
FdglusEninanisida svezanlunisae
YBINTEAN nswadeulmvesterenndenis
HYAA 6 dUAIY HALNTNTOUNAINITHIFA
Larn15HIRATIAUNISHARRNIATTIN D
N138ma1A (tension band wiring)
3. N15LARNNFUAQBENS LHBNLUY
191239 LASILNUNNUNNITANLYILAY
Faoon fad
LAMANN1SAALYN (inclusion
criteria)
- theyey 12-80 U
- n38AN olecranon WNLUY
displaced simple fracture %38 avulsion

fracture
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- 9T UAIUDITBADN
(elbow stability)

LNEIMIN1SARBan (exclusion
criteria)
- §Uqu7aedey pathologic
fracture
- n3eQN olecranon WNLUY
LANALLEM (comminuted fracture)
-NS¥ANWNRININ greater

sigmoid notch

ndniTeniafae
4. w3nsilofldlun1side
wuuduiindeya
- Foyavialu 1dun o1g 1ne
1% fledhefiatin awnguesnsuiaidu
- doyalunisnadin laun
sroziialun1siidn Usuiandenilidely
FEWINMTHIAR
- Yoy anaanIsHIsn Laun
SregLIaluNIsAnYoINTEeN nsuaaeuln
Y93UABNYAINTITHINA 6 AUAY HawWNIN
Foundsnsenda nsendag
5. n1AsI9deULASasdledTe 19
N5ATI9EEUALASLTAE oM Tneuwnd
derv1miestufasnssueeslsdand
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e
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$1uau 3 viu nuh Serwesadaien fe
Yoyavialy Teyalunisnidn uazdoyands
frdia aunsalusnlfiiionansdszansam
Y8aN156AANTEAN olecranon N laenIs
finadala

6.n1531aszvidaya Teyaimaly
wazdeyan1andidn IAsieniateduly
Yovay Alade duidoauuuunigiu uas
AdsEgIU Toyanisiieuiiisussegiianly

MIHIFR NSIEBLEBATEIINENGAA NISIBYA
YOADNNAINIFA 6 dUATY LasTzalial
nIgAnAn AT18Meeald Mann-Whitney
test Yoyan1siUTguligun1sIadananmas
H1AA 6 dUA1Y ILASIERAI8d@DA in-
dependent T-test uagdayansiuieuiiigy
nsndusnEdngnseninanisieslunasnis
ARaIM IATILRAIUEDH LAdLA)

Nan13ANE (Results)

1. 35n15#16n(Surgical technique)
ns¢an olecranon #n d1un155aaluy
(tension band suture)

- NISHIBNANNNGON (Set up)
AUaeslasunisanetaauInIdydunndlay
7% general anesthesia %38 brachial block
Foviligieluinzunaeniisigsirdneg
suuy (lateral decubitus) $afiviandenuu
FuLYUAILUY (high arm tourniquet) 9AYN
Taunsnse-mbanderenls 1n3eane$ed
(fluoroscope) @1315atdEale Saenginide
cefazolin 1 gm flaunsty tourniquet

S iedunyaiinada
(Surgical approach) \Ununafifnmladungs
(posterior approach) 3L U812 1ATLUN g
funen (radial side) 1ledslemonneneny
Iedenszanlaeiliianzidodeuniuly
Tnelulildidanduuseaiy ulnar
Aunmisweanszgnitin dndeninng een
Paliudundavesnsegninlidaiany
lauLaiy periosteum LBaLAdNTUDYSOU
duniaiinszgaiin ileflazaiunsadnnis
ﬂiz@ﬂlﬁa (anatomic reductionianziiiede
suanansssiuma 15 faduns annszgn
vin efilfianggdmiunsiosluy

- M39ANTEAN (Reduction) In
ﬂiz@ﬂiﬁlﬂ?ﬁ 1% pointed reduction clamp
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Fanszgnlidaduludiunuaiid (inter-
fragmentary compression) 14 Kirschner
wire (K-wire) U9 1.6 mm @na1NNIzHn
Fuguuy (proximal  fragment)  sulUes
ns¥RNTuFIUA1 (distal  fragment) 2 &
yurufy ielvnszgninfniudinsin
(temporary fixation) wdearnduld Fluoro
scope Qiﬂﬂiz@ﬂﬁﬁﬂ%mamﬁuﬁ (anatomic
reduction) Wwaz ulnohumeral joint 138U
aegU 1a, 1b uay 1c

- MIn3aNsegn (Fixation) 14
a1l (drill bit) 2.5 mm 1@1as1egun
191361 dorsal Tusumasuanasinga
AUNLIVRINTEANIN Useana 15 dadluns
msgghaniainulu (ulnar side) Tughu
uan (medial side) iendnidesnisuimiu
sowdulsya ulnar fagu 1d udsiniy
Tdlwuldazatsuuudn (braided, non-
absorbable  suture) Ae HiFi® W82
(Conmed, Utica, NY, USA) fifaifunssans
T duiAnlvuaonrugiiswilianduuen
(radial side) vbuauly (ulnar side) fiagy
le mnﬁ?ulﬂtﬁw%nm triceps tendon f134
Uaeanues olecranon ﬁﬂﬁ’luuaﬂ (radial
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side) ImaLdiuann lateral U medial Aegu 1f
wdamniutanglvudniaiioliiAnguiay 8
913500 (figure of eight) ALMULAINNAILUTS
AurnfigaiiioliiAnussnadiudunia
nsggnn Qﬂimﬁgwm 550ULfianIny
Wlause fagy 1g vuduil 2 ads lneadaedt 2
\fU triceps tendon Hagily (ulnar side)
vo3Uangnszan olecranon agladu fisure
of eight ¥4 2 Ha fagu 1h Tnsvausynlviuoy
vosftwegluvinmden Lilelisesnszgniin
%ﬂﬁﬂLLﬂN%ﬂALﬁ@ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ@%@ﬂ@ﬂ 1aen19¥n
figure of eight iiadoan1sliuss tension
#1u dorsal ¥89 ulna LUABuLTULT
compression U84 (articular surface)
AU pointed reduction clamp UWag
K-wire 880 793U 1i NAd0UAIURTINTY
lngnsimgen-tatamon gid1uniansean
Avnlufinnsiadeulu avvaeulasnisld
fluoroscope BnA%a

-n15Uauka LHuTaunalaeld
dodethafsslinnquuiluy Wuuwadiazdu
audafiantds vismnduligaeldiedouoy
(arm sling) sedaronlailiu 90 oA

JUN 1 uangisnsidnnsegn olecranon vinmenisieslny
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(a) n3ggn olecranon ¥in 2 Fukuuldunnaziden
(b, o) msdanszgnliinlagly pointed reduction clamp uagly K-wire Ban3enszan

(d) Wardwlidlr 2.5 mm wgaseguuie

(o) [ unfnluaear LNl

(f, ) UL triceps tendon asslategaues olecranon Hasinuuen (radial side)

wapniuvaneluudnilaielviinguiay 8 91500
(h) inuaunisilenulu (ulnar side)

(i) pointed reduction clamp wag K-wire 8an

nsHuyvdensringa

(Rehabilitation)

dlegUan3dndad asuliady
varenlngldilodnd1sUszasd(passive range
of motion) LUALNANSEFA 3 Tu Anluy
dloasu 14 Yu Aanue1nsguaendanis
H1dim 2 danat WigUaenaduterenleies
(active range of motion) nenfindoeuL
@m sling) 1a YaRnn1uain1suazidneise
FUAWT 2 UAIT 6 - 8 wazdUAWT 12
annsalgtagluonvesiinldiilonszgnan
&

dun13H1fnnIEAn olecranon
ANA18n153AaI0 (tension band  wiring)
HIAAWUUISUINIZIU (AO  Surgery Refe-
rence) warn1sHundINsHFAvITLAeY
Aunsidnlagn1sTeslu

2. NMIANYIUSHULT—UNAANENIS

AdtinszuItanNsHnansaelnuLazn1sHAn
dnaan

Hoyaiialy

NMsAnwEtie 2 ngu Ae
n1sHIRnlagn1sSouluu (tension band
suture) WazN1THIAALALISIAAIA (tension
band wiring) Faus uns1AN 2560 — Swnay

2562 lnenssegluudumadianisiifniuy
v waznisiinaralunisiadanuids
195U WU

n1355% 08l (tension band
suture) S1§1UIUTINUA 10 AU LNANE
Jouay 60 Ay egaz 40 drulngjony
35 - 59 U Seuay 40 5098911018 15 - 24
way <157 Yoway 20A11adeny 37.21
drudosuunnsgiu 20479 fedradiadn
drulug 119921 Sovaz 80 drulngonTn
Fud19Seeas 30509a3u7 A UniTeu
Jawag 20 awvansiingumwe diulugiin
ngURmgIaINTENBURTUVS YU Togar
60 s3a3u1 Ao vinduferay 30 FanTaT 1

N1591ina27 (tension band wiring)
fd1uausionun 18 au navds fouaz 72
weye Sevay 28drulvigjeny 35597
Joway 39 589891197y =60 U Sosas 28 uax
15257 $ouay 22A1L0dg01y 43227
drudsauuninggiu 19.97 Y dedreiiaidn
drulug 119921 Sovaz 83 drulngontn
FU919 §ouay 459998987 AD LNYATNT
Jovar 20 anvgn1siingURmedulngiin
N URMATINTEEURIUNT B Teeay
67 s09a3u1 Ao vinduferay 22 FanTad 1
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Tension band suture Tension band wiring

Uady (n=10) (n=18)
n % n %

LA

U418 al 40 5 28

VAN 60 13 72
a1y (V)

<15 2 20 1 55

15 -24 2 20 4 22

25 -34 1 10 1 5.5

35-59 4 40 7 39

> 60 1 10 5 28

Mean (SD) 37.20 (20.47) 43.22 (19.97)
fadentin

Left 2 20 3 17

Right 80 15 83
1IN

Fus1vNg 1 10 1 5.5

NWAINT 1 10 6 33

$U319 3 30 8 45

sl 1 10 1 5.5

Uniseu 2 20 1 5.5

ANUNY 1 10 0 0

A3 0 0 1 5.5
AN UAMA

gURvRIaINTEUEUA 6 60 12 67

nnauy 3 30 4 22

NIRRT 0 0 2 11

Bug 1 10 0 0

Jayan1enatinvanIskIfinioY
Tvuuazn1sunfnsnan
52828 UAISHIANYBINTS
Soulnuanads 59 il nssinainALads
48.13 U L@ULEDATEIINNIARNLABUSTUEY
yosms5eulnuaade 20.5 Nadans n1sila

anALade 24.12 Taddns maedeulmves
YoFian (range of motion) NAINIFA 6 dUAN
wulnsseslnuannsasetonenade 122.5
29A1 Nsndendeoron idunteranlian
\a8® 4.37 93A7 (extension lag 4.37 degrees)
msifrainanunsasedereniade 104.67a3e
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nsimdandenen mdendamanlianiade
11.67 99A1 (extension lag 11.67 degrees)
srurliaInszaninven1sfeslnudiade

9.71 &Ua9 N1siinaInALRaY 14.40 AU
AP 2

M15199 2 uanstayanendiinueanisiidnioslnunaziaynsiidindnain

Tension band suture  Tension band wiring

Uade (n=10) (n=18)

Aade IQR Median IQR

SzuglanlunIsHIee (U9) 59 16 48.13 23

NsLdulaensEIngkIRnlag Uz (mm) 20.50 20 24.12 30

N5 VRADNUAENRAA 6 §UAY (Elbow 122.5 10 104.67 30

flexion) (24f)

MSnBendeAmaNUaINIAn 6 §UAY (Elbow -4.37 10 -11.67 20

extension) (94A1)

SeEEAINTENin (FUnv) 9.71 q 14.40 12

AsiUSeULisuNaansN19Aatin
sguIen1sHAndaeluunazn1sendn
unaan

S2uLIAUNISHIAATENINATT
Seeluunaznisdnadn luuananaiueg19d
Hed1Agyni19adf (p=0.080)n15:d8L800
SENINNFALABU TS ENINNTSS o e lna
wagnsinaln  Liuanansiusgsidedey
N19adR (p = 0.699) Nsimdeulvvasdaron

(range of motion) #aINIAA 6 FUAR WU
n1590d0MaNTENINNN1sseulnuLayns
Tnan wansneduedelded1Agynieada
(p=0.001) NISRBEAVOADATLININGAT
Fosluunaznisinain luunnaisiueg el
Wod1Atyn9aiia (p = 0.227) szEgia1nsean
Ansguninenisseslnunaznisinain
launnarsiueg1esidud1Anieain
(p = 0.132) Fap151971 3
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M19199 3 wananmsiUSeuiisudayaseninanisioslnuuaznisdnan

v .o Interquartile A ,
Uade ALRfY ; AgeEn  p-value
range (IQR)  @1&A

52821287 lUNISHIAR (W19)
Tension band suture 59 16 40 100 0.080°
Tension band wiring 48.13 23 25 85
NSLEULADATZWINNIAN
Taguszuna (mm)
Tension band suture 20.50 20 5 50 0.699°
Tension band wiring 24.12 30 5 50
nssadofannatinnn 6 dUau
(Elbow flexion) (@4f1)
Tension band suture 122.5 10 110 80 0.001
Tension band wiring 104.67 30 130 130
NSBEATDADNRANIAN 6
§Ua19i (Elbow extension)

(2961)
Tension band suture -4.37 10 -10 0 0.227°
Tension band wiring -11.67 20 -30

szEzaNIzAnin (§Uav)
Tension band suture 9.71 4 8 14 0.132°
Tension band wiring 14.4 12 6 24

f= Mann-Whitney test
- in-dependent T-test

9INN1FAAAINNITIAWIIUNTEIS WiANUTINEIMT (skin iritation) autiang
n3EANFn (union fracture) WUIINTHIAA n19HRAGY Sovag 60 1iolIsuifiunis
Tagnisseuluy Bidanzunsndeouainns N1gRe 238 wudn umnsneegndiudndiy
ciflﬁmuﬁmngﬂﬁmﬁmsgw WANITHA R N19&dR (p = 0.007) Fawns9i 4

lngn1sdnaininaunIngdouaInnITyYuves

ANS199 4 LEAINISIUSIULAEUNISNAULINIAREN5EMIN19N15508 Iukasn1sinadn

Tension band Tension band wiring
Re-operation suture (n=8) (n=15) Chi-Square  p-value
n % n %
Yes 0 0 9 60 7.886 0.007

No 8 100 6 40
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Aaeg19Uaengeeny 54 U gdfime
sadnserusundu Idadeidunszgn
olecranon in wuuLAdsuunnliaziden
Flaguil 2 Tésumsindianisdeslva (tension
band suture) l95zezi3a1lun15HA 50 W19

JUN 2 mdnasddarennaunskien

wdaidadnalsddenen daguil 3nudn
ns¥AN olecranon AARANUA YHINITNIAR
2 &t vigthefinududerenlales Aamu
omsuazidnuisddenen nuiinszgnind
8 et fagui 4

I @ L % 1w
gﬂ‘VI 3 MNLDNYLIYUVBADNUAINTINIAA
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33158 (Discussion)

A1N5 LG NATANITHIAANS
Soeluy (tension band suture) WuIn A998
mBuadomonnduuiegluinusiaaly
6 dUnv lnwAadsnissederean (Elbow
flexion) 122.5 831 A@AN1sWBEATaden
(Elbow extension) wilundorenliigaiade
4.37 9971 FEELAMNTEANAA 8 - 14 dUAY
Ann1udUlgIudanseandn wudnluiiguae
181TANMLUNINGDUINNAITHIAA LYY L1
N155¢A8LADIVRIUNYWINAN (Kirschner
wire or wire knot) fuwallaviliinnisan
Fe Asduderidnlmiiioemdnesn

Haymiifnainavanunsaldvaunu
nstaatalanseld annn1sAnYIve
Carofino BC, et al Tul 2007 @nwdseu
Wiguauudanssresnisldarnuaynuly
n133n8¥1nsERN olecranon n lagldisnis

A1519% 5 wanameliansedinnasvena
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NIAALUU tension band suturelas tension
band wiring wuitnshsluunsealntunis
ddasiaundausaviatu’ swdenisfne
994 S. J. Lalliss, et al Tul 2009 AnwiAay
wlawssnsldlunazainlunisbanisnszgn
nsal olecranon osteotomy WU N1TLY
Fiber Wire wag stainless steel wire  Laiumn
f19iuLe Ethibond wwes 2 wag 5 vl
ﬂig@mﬂﬁaummﬂd’] 2fadLuns e 2
msanwbetdluulidazatewuudn (braided,
non-absorbable suture) lngideuidenly
HIFI® tuas 2 1fiesa1nnisAneives
Deranlot J, et al. Tt 2014 wui1 Aaaudd
N3NAseLnaan (abrasive property) U84
Inuwiiadneqlunisiduiduseunsegnitlug
NUI HIFI® flennsiinsesnasnveadution
flan Fiber Wire ilanaiinsesnasniin
fign” medansindanazigaa fn13a7 5

MANANTISHIAR

AN

Tnulsazatewuudn (braided, non-
absorbable suture)

14 pointed reduction clamp uag

a 1 I ! v .
- UANULLIILTINYUNNINUAIN (steel wire)

- 1iveliinwse compression seninsdunseaniin uagld

K-wire K-wire ¥ielvinszanlalinfoud

WU triceps tendon Tusumiahidn

<

n3¥ANINAgA Lo
uwuy figure of eight

- Lﬁ@LﬂMﬂ’J’lﬂJﬁUﬂ\‘iLLﬁ%LL%QLLN anN1sLAnTRYnABNYBILEY

- 1 BABINITIALSY tension $1u dorsal e ulna

wWaswduuss compression USaRte (articular

surface)

w2 1du wazidu 2 i
wnbrnvazarenagluvinvien

(elbow extension) 11NTY

BN 5 AT
WuilloeUanguinlng

- e l9ALAALTY compression 19 2 /4
- lilnvateren (elbow flexion) ¥lwAlAn compression

- etosiulvuaaie
- wivelailviAnnauyunR v
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#9U (Conclusion)

s nn1sAnwrinliiiuiinsegn
olecranon Hnuuuliunnagidea (simple
fracture)@1unsan1fanlanenissesluy
(tension band suture) WNUN1TAAAIN
(tension band wiring) ldsfinadnsiia
nszandnd lafinawnsndeuainnisuidin
annsrdasietemdnosnld
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