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Editorial
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Omicron (B.1.1.529) SARS-CoV-2 Variant
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The Omicron variant is driving a steep new wave of cases in South Africa
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(7-day rolling average)
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Source: FT analysis of data from Gisaid and the South African National Health Laberatory Service

FT Graphic: John Burn-Murdoch / @jburnmurdoch
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Preliminary data from South Africa suggest that among adults, the share of
Covid patients requiring acute or intensive care is lower than in past waves

Share of Covid-positive hospital patients in Tshwane district who were on ‘high care’ wards or in ICU
during the first 25 days of each wave*
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*Data is for patients who are no longer still in hospital
Source: South African National Institute for Communicable Diseases
DFT

3UN 8 usmsdndIuzasthefingelain-19 Ndelaiumsinenlunegtieninnie ICU Tugie 25 Tuusn
109N1332U10909IFNA BRI A e uwEUAT an uazlofasaululszimaueninle

mmnmxmm@mmwaqrm@ﬂlﬁiya‘[ﬂ'i91-19 menuglafinTon
1. ldAaedld
2. ¥&ndewnds nilaads
3. ligaydennaiuna fusa
4. Yomsniay
5. LLWi'L%yaaﬂ'wiam%m’jmwﬁuﬁﬁumm’h 2 wh wazdlonmdssfindadngs
mmmm:mmqumwmmiam%aiﬂi@—19 TENUGLAReN
1. e 119
2. fnhyn 1Fume
3. flamsadneidunianly
4ladgouRensunaw Jusa
5. unAiie)
wiwimadaideladni9 meiuglofinsawaziiannguisesmfndeiosninaeiudinas udi
nszeliigaaiodusanann 019 AR TINENINT0IT U8 ST UUAN B T LT NARA B 9T
fuaamaunisznn masamundszuiadudasdidy mnausiasdonduneiuinntioriulaia-19
Fugoga lanhnmnawndeligndos dedavos 9 Yuszezviemedonmiu 1 wes uazdadfunsdaindu
flaviuledn dhiumsdaiadunszdugRdniwdn 3 wiiindunnaiinazlaiasnsniosiunsfndald 100%

(%

WRENNITDRANSLRETIRLAZNNTLIEUTRN LA

“Omicron is more spreadable and more able to evade infection immunity but less virulent”
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