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Prevalence of glaucomatous blindness

Phornrak Sriphon, M.D.*

Abstract

Glaucoma is a major problem in the health sector and is a threat to vision. At present,
the development of glaucoma is widely around the world, both in medicine and surgery.
However glaucoma is still a disease that can not be cured. To date the prevalence of blindness
in glaucoma patients is still very different.

Objective : To determine the prevalence, demographic and clinical characteristics of
blindness in glaucoma patients.

Design : Descriptive study, retrospective data collection

Material & Methods : Retrospective medical record review of 506 glaucoma patients
who were seen between January 2011 and December 2016 at Out patient department of
ophthalmology, Chaiyaphum Hogspital.

Results : There were b06 glaucoma patients were included to this study. The prevalence of
glaucomatous blindness was 35.57% (95% CI 31.561-39.86). There were 153 patients 84.44%
(95% CI 78.33-89.08) with unilateral blindness, and high frequency of blindness at present was
51%. The prevalence of blindness were differ in vary types of glaucoma by secondary glaucoma,
angle closure glaucoma and open angle glaucoma were 45.2% (95% CI 29.5-60.5), 40.2% (95%
Cl 21.8-48.5) and 32.4% (95% CI 27.3-37.5) respectively. Sex, age, initial IOP, diabetes,
hypertension, duration of treatment and type of treatment were not too difference in a prevalence
of glaucomatous blindness.

Conclusion : Glaucoma is a major problem in the health sector and is a silent threat
to vision because of the prevalence of glaucomatous blindness still high. More than half
of patients in this study were blinded at first time before treatment. Therefore, screening
for glaucoma patients at policy level may play a role in reducing the prevalence of visual loss.
Angle closure glaucoma and secondary glaucoma which had a high prevalence of blindness

should be monitored closely.

Keywords : Glaucoma, Glaucomatous blindness

*Glaucoma unit, Department of ophthalmology, Chaiyaphum Hospital, Thailand
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Swsnuasnndn 5 U wazAedsanuiuan
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