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LLazmﬂﬁ'uﬁ:me%a Orientia tsutsugamushi ﬂluwgmnﬁuﬁméqﬁmLﬁml,%mq%'ﬂﬁl,l,anméwimLﬁml,%qmws
lumalduasdszmalng Snnu 10 wiv Tegmensaniuny Wushathslssauiasuunsiie Wudaths
fwmﬁawgtﬁammmmsﬁﬂL%”aiﬁﬂaﬂ%'ulwﬂa‘[mﬂ’iﬁ indirect immunofluorescence assay (IFA) tastiuaaena
é’uuazﬁmt,ﬁammmmaﬁu@%adaIsﬂaﬂ%'ulwﬂaTmﬂ%ﬁaq}%’ﬁwm NAMIANE WU wgﬁé’nloﬁ"ﬁwum 165
N mnnmﬁnwgﬁy’wm 1,500 NS H308azANNFISIWBINTINAUGN AU 11.00 wgﬁ%’ﬂé’aﬁuuﬂlﬁ 14
%o louwn Rattus tanezumi, Maxomys surifer, Bandicota indica, Niviventer fulvescens bukit, Sundamys muelleri,
R. tiominicus, M. whiteheadi, Hylomys suillus siamensis, Mus musculus castaneus, R. argentiventer, R. exulans,
N. langbiansis, Leopoldamys sabanus uaz R. sladeni Tumsasyammsiadenalsasaiulnifaloedd FA a0
fhathahiwdssiidensaniviue 165 daee wuluawnn 56 dats (3azas 33.94) Imwgﬁmmwuﬁ
szﬁuqﬁﬁﬂumudat%aﬁa‘[smﬁm%ulwﬂﬂﬁ 5 210 lown R. tanezumi, R. tiominicus, S. muelleri, B. indica W8
M. surifer Ltaﬂumsmnmmﬂﬁuﬁ:ﬂlml,%a O. tsutsugamushi MNNAUUILINNYBINYMILINALA PCR WU N
fhathamvue 111 shaeha Iveawin 9 e (asas 8.11) G‘E’;ﬁmﬂﬁuﬁj,%a O. tsutsugamushi fwudl 4 s
ﬁué Toun ﬂ’lilﬁuﬁ: Kawasaki-related, Kato- related, Karp- related oz TA763- related wuwgﬂséau 127
) mnwgﬁ%’ﬂé’ 165 ¢ Ay infestation rate whiy 0.77 Taafsnnulsseudiiuldnavun 5,387 ¢ Aa
(¥Ji Chigger mite index (ﬁwmulsiiauﬁwwiawg 1 6) whitu 42.42 nmsdnmassiinuilssaummuzth
seaasulnie 3 #ila lown Ascoschoengastia indica (3988 42.75), Leptotrombidium deliense (359892
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o

30.24) waz Blankaartia acuscutellaris (58882 0.02) %qwuﬁv'ﬂuﬁuﬁl,maiwiaqLﬁﬂ’;@qaq%'nﬁl,l,amﬂéwim
[WieBanuasiimaienudadainieuien Tasazwulssauniio As. Indica uas L. delicense \Wuaulna)
s?!mmminwulﬁlwgﬁﬁﬂ R. tanezumi vosfilssauniia B. acuscutellaris azwushinutiagann dauuzivh
msUszmdniuglituinreaiisfisauduihdnwsssumd  viavndnmidnindnmeniausssuuas
SEFnwessnmuluruun ellastuaualilviadenalsasadulnia

o o ¥ sw ' o o o a X
madagy: ny; dafalse; lssau; winzthlseaasulnils; sasninmsiede

unin

TsaaasulnWa (scrub typhus) tﬂuwﬁﬂumju‘[sﬂ
145708 @ (Typhus fever) Hulsadndafitionnia
SaLhede (Rickettsia) Orientia tsutsugamushi éwm\l
sasundlulsadadasznindaithuszinniuuns
(enzootic cycle) ﬁwwﬁua&imwuﬁuﬁu LB Y NIEIBN-
i nszue Wueu® Taedlsaau (chigger mite) {u
winshlsn datuhidasafiadedagludo luuns
szl lidaiiuianmsueilsa (inapparent infec-
tion) dwiuaudelsaiilaatadey da auidudnly
Tuundsiiagardenaslsdaunaslasauiifidana™
lagazgaunausnalusue wu nuiy @7 §1e0
Snu3 wasgnnadszanm 10-12 Ju azilldge vum
du thadsuy souwds thailasd mues tha
nszuane fihefasas 50.00 WWUUKAATEYNYYA
Slusedignlssauda dnvasiiuasnaniusasy
Taidu dafludnuasmmevaslanil Tsatwugihald
aapal Anwulunguenls xaiu nms dnadad
tinviasth uasdiiaanluasnealuth aswuannlugi
garuuazggvum laamlsunazgauadeaguunan
warnslduuiuday WeWnifludrsau lsdouas
nslanimzdnT iy uy nssue navdou wisauiiiu
ultan iegaihwmdaaiiuems® dmduiud
deszaslanil 1dud Aufithusnaldduliged
uasuaadaslids fidumghunaauhliusnas v

v 1
o Ao Y v

wahen Suhniaunahaudnegn USHMAUWN

4 4 g 4 4 [ ) dq‘; c}
aunanzuUnagy aaumalal sauhan Wudu Zenud
[ 1 1 ] I tgil d' 1 d' a [ d
aanandulngasiuiunveaiendeysntvse
wunnsneasiadagiudalidsensumludnly
AnMANNI WIBANSITNNAYIENNTInNa A
U a v 4 < v o [ tgll c‘
Tuth 29 el un wazuxae Wuau dwsununms
a o & v ] % I dgll c:
walsagasulnWauu wuh drwlnadipaiunun
a d' = P J | o
Waeeiimssewe Wesnnlseaudunneihlse
aansamenaaadasulnialinulsgugniunau
Ul (transovarian transmission ) 113 w.@. 2560
diinszneinen lasunenugibalsaaasulnie
7,450 918 a05e 11.28 aadszmnsuauau (de
70 11 98 aanthame Saeas 0.15 MANTBAT
thegege fa Mawiiadiansthe 38.01 dalszng
LEUAY BRI A ManLIupanRawniis (9.10)
Mald (7.92) wazmana (0.50) Tuzae 3 Ynuu
W 39 lumalaniannihadadsemnsuauny
g9ga 10 duauwsniiaell U w.a. 2560 laun wen
(32.27) uasWnga (19.26) Y w.a. 2559 leun
WA (60.42) Wnaa (21.21) uazseuadd (19.11)
U w.e. 2558 laun Wan (80.31) Wnge (32.21)
warseuad (23.04) waraINdayaiNeIuUns
gavdulsanlasuluudasdl dauluallseaasulnila
nulusamianeaiialsaannau® asiu lsaaasu
< d‘d o @ [ v =
TnWadulsanianuddn uazdinsdaeiinisih
sellilasudayanian laswmmedayaildnnms
4 v s X da o
doudulsanazalinununinalsauazunasselsa
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fluviais mafnwaiialsdau BUANY mm‘*qmlml,%a
0. tsutsugamushi TunyBaTuundedilsalunuiig
anuidssdamaialsnagiiiutas asliulsslamd
danumaszineinen laganansoidayaiildan
AengilFlumanuaumsiamsdulsa Lilean
Hinugiheuazmennlsnaaiulnialvdasa
fdedaldhmsnmnil tadsamiialssou
afiavyiidhudaizilsn wadensimsanmsanie
nalsaansulnildludaifilsn numsasammeiug
w090 O. tsutsugamushi Tuvyluiuiluvdaviaaiien
BeaySnduazunamisuiiendunsaslumalduag

Uszinelng

BMANE

msfnniiiumsisedhmamadanmna (cross
survey research) Toamanensadnsunylunudiunas
viaaiiienBeaysny 5 wia wasuvasiaaiisnGununs
5 une lumaldvesdszinalng (SanTaguws
g5l Sruae UATASEITNTIY A5 Bve) uaz
UNETNH)

Femaiudaya

1) MIensdany Moz 50 nse/du
(f\i‘mmﬂiqﬁamvhﬁ’u 10 - 20 N3N GDITHLHN
Uszanar 20 wes)® 1w 3 Ty wNnsaTadiy
a1 16.00 - 18.00 U. Waztdunslug g
07.00 - 08.00 u. wElailFuaguANBaLBaIVY
Tuudaziudl 1dun ndehh wathduhaiu uswén
N vi3adu ) widaiilFdnaziFeulninnu dwsy
nsdnvyiiaovdeludavylundasiu azionniaaen
uwdrdnssdmhwaumdnwan wasdeaandieh
dvane nntuisuaaliuds udnhlulilyiudaly

2) MIFIUNY wyﬁﬁﬂlﬁ%ﬁwmiaau‘[ﬂm‘hﬂiq

nanwylaldlunaaswaafnisaseeurusasduny

L%

Wau ualddanauguaaslsnasulunaas duna
ansny leamlunyaaulunadszana 1-3 Wil

wyidauazioau usdfiaumnelaag mnthnhmyoan
NANFANNFAN

3) mafudaadon thwyfidauudmeaunuiu
Tuivudheusiusasiuiudiau aFanediedendu
nniulichdguusanagad 70% Werdnamihan 1
Wawas 21 umnzgnszitandealumennianias
axunianla ungadansaninlulnm 1-2 3%
Tdlumsaaifudon asitsl3lsmdosendnnida
Foa ifuduiifiuhmaaslduaaetalwainmi
thavasadswsumnmily Auliigumai 4-8 °C
131&iqmnmqﬁaqﬂﬁﬂ'ammﬁammmL%B’%mﬁm%a
10835 Indirect Immunofluorescence Assay (IFA)

4) nmﬁuﬁ'agjaﬁ"ﬂﬂwawwﬁaa‘huunwﬁﬂ ag
Fuhwiin Jaanuemasiideiicn anueme
ANNENIINNAY UAZANNENY PNUUTIUALNA
wnilwwedisldiuhuueun duiindays Tu
wuutuiindeyadaiselsn washuunaiionylosgly
AlaMINUUNBIAYLY Marshall (1988)

5) msthueegnlssau Tiasagluguvy win
wulssau lasunddiilsseundeagasiiiuiy
nauadu uae wdnsedu asnnlsdauazgaiuh
eaasuinaniy THlduesygauinusyeanl
wue thudmeendldlunasawarafinussqueanasad
709 viethlvhaladdmiusuunsionaslssan
loerl5 Hoyer’s medium udvhmsasnauunafioanu
SEUUBYNTNIGIY

6) maifudathsduuassha tilansianameius
vaudenalananiulnialasismeangnluana @
waliaUnsengnlylndwaisa (Polymerase Chain
Reaction; PCR) luvisajiems leadatnauuas
fhufidenammeiusuasdanalsaaasulniade
waiia PCR Tdhageammaiilikannnmsnsa
Toe33 IFA uazdudnasaiilinaaudninnunil

7) MIATANTERUELEE O. tsutsugamushi 10
928 WaNan PCR (PCR product) filWauIngrams
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fremaiin PCR wisdnnzdimaauiailalng
(Nucleotide Sequencing) wanhaeuihealelngd
laigunuiaalalndlugiudeyanugnsss (Gen-
Bank) (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank/)
\iagaaWugiE O. tsutsugamushi
8) mumuiayaniNaIATziTays oglden
dbadewssaun laun Sezaz Sasazanudusalums
MNHENFAS (percent trap success) BATINIANAD
15@ (infection rate) %’aaax‘nmﬁwﬁmﬁﬁlﬁéauaéuu
@7 (infestation rate) wazmMeniilsaau (chigger mite
index)
e Percent trap success = The number of rodents
captured*100/The total number of traps set
e Infestation rate = No. of small mammals with
larval chigger mites/No. of small mammals
captured
e Chigger mite index = No. of larval chigger
mites collected/No. of small mammals infest-

ed with chiggers

HANIIANE

Tums@nmeassiisnunsadanyiinemue
1,500 n39 anvyld 165 n5 Aadluasasazamnu
f1592894MIINAUAN (Percent trap success) AU
11.00 Snunyiianldnivae 165 6 Huunziiald
14 %fio aiianyiifunuanniige fa Ratus tanezu-
mi (5288 73.94) 998430 Ad Maxomys surifer
(59882 7.27) Bandicota indica (5888% 4.24)
Niviventer fulvescens bukit (58882 3.03) Sundamys
muelleri (5288¢ 3.03) R. tiominicus (58882 1.21)
Maxomys whiteheadi (3988 1.21) Hylomys suillus
siamensis (50882 0.61) Mus musculus castaneus
(5am0y 1.21) R. argentiventer (588% 0.61), R.
exulans (5889 0.61) N. langbiansis (59882 0.61),
Leopoldamys sabanus (58882 0.61) Waz R. sladeni

(388t 0.61) (1590 1)
Nnathuhiwdssfideanamniaesafiadalas
3% Indirect Immunofluorescence Assay (IFA) 311U
WG 165 Mana wulsinauin 56 saths (3asas
33.94) wilavyfinsanuiissdugiishumudaiiane
Tsaaasulnilad 6 uiia lawn R. tanezumi, R. tiomini-
cus, S. muelleri, B. indica, R. exulans o M. surifer
wasriiafinusanmsfaideanniign fa R. tiomini-
cus (5888 50.00) 5848930 P8 R. tanezumi (5089
40.74) S. muelleri (5888% 40.00) B. indica (5288
37.50) waz M. surifer (3089 9.09) duvyzila
§'u | lajwua"’mwmsam%a (m’mﬁ 1)
ﬁ)’lﬂéﬁﬂthﬂﬁﬂLLazﬁﬂﬁJﬂaﬁﬁHﬁﬁWﬁ’ﬁm'}L%El 0.
tsutsugamushi Memnaila Polymerase Chain Reaction
(PCR) f\hmuﬁy'wm 111 ¢ege wuldiinauin 9
fhaths (Zawaz 8.11) Teafludmathaduuazsnui
slﬁ’wammwﬂmsmnmszﬁuqﬁﬁmmudav’%a—
saufinBeluihinaesdeds IFA S 56 et
Fenulvinatnn 6 dhate (ogaz 10.71) wazan
foeeduLazi Tl HaaUNMIATIAIMTERU
afishumudaideiafiodeluhmidasdeid Fa
U 55 @ege nulvikauln 3 meede (5088
5.45) Imﬂﬁﬁwgwuﬁiﬁwamﬂ 1aun R. tanezumi,
Wwag R. exulans (msw‘fi 1)
mﬂﬂﬁmnmmaﬁuﬁj,%a O. tsutsugamushi U84
dhagduiazhumyitlinauindamsdamaiia
PCR 13 9 ¢hoths fidenandn PCR (PCR product)
tieItanzimaeuiinealalng (nucleotide sequen-
cing) udrthaauinealalnafiléfisuiuiiing-
Tolndlugiudayanugnsss (GenBank) wui
inadlalndildfanulndidessiuamenugide o.
tsutsugamushi 14 GenBank (% identity) 52%1319 92-
100% laadiaNuniiaunu O. tsutsugamushi 3UIU
4 ﬂ’ltlﬁ’uﬁ: laun ﬂ’lilﬁ’uﬁ: Kawasaki-related, Kato-
related, Karp-related a2 TA763-related (Gl‘]‘i’N"?i 2)
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M3 1 HANIRTIAINITSARMTElAEAT indirect immunofluorescence assay (IFA) WazAIINTIAUINTTALTD
O. tsutsugamushi M YNATA polymerase chain reaction (PCR) mnwﬁluﬁw?umdwimLﬁm@mg{nﬁuaz
unaarauien@aununslunalavasdssmalng

BHanY UIUMIBEN S1nufMptinsalaeda PCR (§2)
fingalaedd IFA (§2)  shagailinauin fhaaiiliuaau FPTY
To#35 IFA To#35 IFA
G e O AT #0510 WAUIN 9090 WAUIN  ENO9IY WAUIN

R. tanezumi 122 47 47 5 26 3 73 8
M. surifer 12 1 1 0 9 0 10 0
B. indica 7 3 3 0 3 0 6 0
R. exulans 5 2 2 1 3 0 5 0
S. muelleri 5 2 2 0 2 0 4 0
N. f. bukit 4 0 - - 3 0 3 0
R. tiominicus 2 1 1 0 1 0 2 1
Mus musculus castaneus 2 0 - - 2 0 2 0
R. argentiventer 1 0 - - 1 0 1 0
N. langbiansis 1 0 - - 1 0 1 0
L. sabanus 1 0 - - 1 0 1 0
R. sladeni 1 0 - - 1 0 1 0
M. whiteheadi 1 0 - - 1 0 1 0
Hylomys suillus siamensis 1 0 - - 1 0 1 0

FINTINNG 165 56 56 6 55 3 111 9

= o 2 X A o Z o4, d e e T I
OIINN 2 @1YWUGLTD O. tsutsugamushi ‘nmammﬂvlmmﬂﬁ}ﬂuwuml,ma\mmmmtmag‘mmmmmawmmmLm

nuaslumalazasdszmalng

£ 4

W Blevy  anmwmlaunusgwug Soaay DRIV ITRID| Aauads  Usend  Genotype

q

OT NAUNUNINBY  ANuwieY Tiwllauny (accession

number)
1 R. tanezumi O.T. strain KM21-1 98 628/641 GU446605.1 l@wiu Kato-related
O.T. strain TTO1-1 98 628/641 GU120163.1 Ll@wiu Kato-related
2 R. tanezumi O.T. strain KMO7 100 680/680 GU120152.1 lawniu Karp-related
O.T. strain CB52 100 680/680 GU068054.1 Ing Karp-related
3 R. tanezumi O.T. strain KM05 97 661/684 GU120150.1 laniu Karp-related
4 R. tanezumi O.T. strain KM05 97 661/684 GU120150.1 laniu Karp-related
5 R. tanezumi O.T. strain TTO705a 92 620/672 GU446596.1 l@wiu Kawasaki-related
6 R. tanezumi O.T. strain TTO705a 92 620/672 GU446596.1 l@wiu Kawasaki-related
7 R. tanezumi O.T. strain TTO705a 92 611/664 GU446596.1 l@wiu Kawasaki-related
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mMsAnwzialsaau niiany u,asﬁ'mwmswut%afiaTsﬂaﬂfulwﬂaiwymﬂﬁuﬁumiwiamﬁml,%amﬁmef

MINT 2 @enugida 0. tsutsugamushi insausnlannnyluiuiiundaiaafisndvaysnduasundaiaaiiand
easlunalavasdsznalng (da)

4

N wlewy  enwwmlbuAUEWUS Saeay PNUUE MLauaNds  Usetnd  Genotype

q

OT fAuwumfey  anNuwiey Nwliaunu (accession

number)
8 R. tanezumi O.T. strain KM08 99 679/685 GU120153.1 l@vIu  TA763-related
O.T. strain TT06-1 99 679/685 GU120172.1 leviu  TA763-related
9 R. exulans O.T. strain KM08 99 679/685 GU120153.1 l@vIu  TA763-related
O.T. strain TT06-1 99 679/685 GU120172.1 leviu  TA763-related

nndnunyiisuldnanee 165 ¢ fivyiiny 4242 Tsgouiifien Chigger mite index gago ldun
Tsaauduiu 127 ¢ dadly infestation rate (AU As. indica (5888 35.98) 5898980 lown W. dis-
0.77 ai“nmul‘sdauﬁwuﬁ'wm 5,387 M7 mﬂwg‘ﬁ parunguis pingue (5089 28.75) wa L. (Lorillatum)
wulssau 127 ¢ Aadiua Chigger mite index Wiy kainjoei (30882 24.75) THAXBAUFAGINTIN 3

]
P

5191 3 wﬁmvlsiiauﬁwﬁluﬁuﬁl,mf;iwimvﬁmﬁiqmﬁ'ﬂﬁuammdaﬁmmmtﬁqmwmﬂumﬂslﬁ'wmﬂszmﬂlm

rilalssau snnulssauiinu (62) ﬁwmuwyﬁwulsa’au (2)*  Chigger mite Index**
As. indica 2,303 64 35.98
W. disparunguis pingue 690 24 28.75
L. (Lorillatum) kainjoei 99 4 24.75
L. deliense 1,629 88 18.51
Eutrombicula wichmanni 18 1 18.00
Sc. ligula 389 26 14.96
W. rustica 148 20 7.40
W. ewingi lupella 17 4 4.25
W. lewthwaitei 31 8 3.88
H. mutabilis 8 3 2.67
Cheladonta (Susa) traubi 27 11 2.45
Sc. kanhaensis 7 3 2.33
H. lanius 9 4 1.33
H. globularis 4 3 1.33
W. ewingi ewingi 4 3 1.33
B. acuscutellaris 1 1 1.00
Eusghongastia (Walchiella) hanseni 1 1 1.00
G. cetrata 1 1 1.00
W. kritochaeta 1 1 1.00

wiewma:  * vy 1 6 wulssawinnnd 1 #ile

** Chigger mite index = No. of larval chigger mites collected/No. of small mammals infested with chiggers.
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nnmadnwil sialssauiinuainniige fo
As. indica (58882 42.75) 5898930 oA L. delicense
(3089z 30.24), W. disparunguis pingue (588%
12.81), Sc. ligula (5a80¢ 7.22), W. rustica (588-
ayv 2.75) MeasduariinlsdauiinuuuivyLans
Faonaaii 3

lssauiwuluiiufiundsiauiiondausntuas
uwndaaadieadunuaslumald wuluny 10 #ii
lauwn B. indica, M. surifer, N. langbiansis, L. sabanus,
R.

tanezumi, R. tiominicus, R. argentiventer,

R. exulans, R. sladeni (to¢ S. mueller %ﬁlséauu@iaz
Fliawuuuvysiioa 9 Neasdsadinsed 4

wyfidedagnanadeds IFA was PCR wazli
HaUIN 3931 6 wile l@uA R. tanezumi, B. indica,
M. surifer, R. exulans, S. muelleri 8¢ R. tiominicus
wuhwyuaasyiiaasnwulsdauriiade g nu loa R.
tanezumi wuﬁwuaukéaumﬂﬁqﬂ 16 ¥UA M. surifer
WUIUIU 6 BUA M. surifer, R. exulans, S. muelleri
WUIUIU 3 UM WA R. tiominicus WUUIU 1 BHA
oAz EnGINTNR 5

M99 4 wialsoau BUAY UIUBY wazinulsaau °IuﬁuﬁLma'wimL‘ﬁml,%\iag%’nﬁuamméaﬁmLﬁml,%amwm

Tumelaasdssmalng

#iialsoau BlaNY PUNY (M) Fnulsdeu (M)  Chigger mite index*
As. indica 7 64 2,303 35.98
R. tanezumi 53 2,000 37.74
R. exulans 5 221 44.20
R. sladeni 1 55 55.00
B. indica 2 16 8.00
R. argentiventer 1 6 6.00
L. sabanus 1 4 4.00
R. tiominicus 1 1 1.00
L. deliense 5 88 1,629 18.51
R. tanezumi 76 1,505 19.80
B. indica 5 48 9.60
R. exulans 3 45 15.00
S. muelleri 3 17 5.67
N. langbiansis 1 14 14.00
W. disparunguis pingue 5 24 690 28.75
M. suriter 10 336 33.60
R. tanezumi 11 336 30.55
R. argentiventer 1 8 8.00
B. indica 1 5 5.00
L. sabanus 1 5 5.00
Sc. ligula 3 26 389 14.96
R. tanezumi 24 373 15.54
R. argentiventer 1 13 13.00
N. langbiansis 1 3 3.00
W. rustica 6 20 148 7.40
B. indica 3 33 11.00
R. tanezumi 13 100 7.69
R. sladeni 1 6 6.00
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W. rustica 6 20 148 7.40
L. sabanus 1 5 5.00

R. argentiventer 1 3.00

M. suriter 1 1 1.00

L. (Lorillatum) kainjoei 2 4 99 24.75
S. muelleri 3 98 32.67

B. indica 1 1 1.00

W. lewthwaitei 2 8 31 3.88
R. tanezumi 7 30 4.29

M. suriter 1 1 1.00

Cheladonta (Susa) traubi 3 11 27 2.45
R. argentiventer 1 4 4.00

R. tanezumi 9 22 2.44

S. muelleri 1 1 1.00

Eutrombicula wichmanni 1 1 18 18.00
R. argentiventer 1 18 18.00

W. ewingi lupella 1 4 17 4.25
R. tanezumi 4 17 4.25

H. lanius 1 4 9 1.33
R. tanezumi 4 9 1.33

H. mutabilis 2 3 8 2.67
R. tanezumi 2 6 3.00

R. argentiventer 1 2 2.00

Sc. kanhaensis 2 3 7 2.33
B. indica 2 6 3.00

R. exulans 1 1 1.00

H. globularis 1 3 4 1.33
R. tanezumi 3 4 1.33

W. ewingi ewingi 1 3 4 1.33
R. tanezumi 3 4 1.33

B. acuscutellaris 1 1 1 1.00
R. tanezumi 1 1 1.00

Eusghongastia (Walchiella) 1 1 1 1.00
hanseni R. tanezumi 1 1 1.00
G. cetrata 1 1 1 1.00
R. tanezumi 1 1 1.00

W. kritochaeta 1 1 1 1.00
R. tanezumi 1 1 1.00

19 17 127 5,387 42.42

* Chigger mite index = No. of larval chigger mites collected/No. of small mammals infested with chiggers.
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Abstract: A Study of Chiggers, Rodents and Infection Rate of Rickettsia in Rodents from Eco-tourism and Ar-
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This research aimed to investigate the chigger mite species, rat species as reservoir hosts, infec-
tion rate of scrub typhus and Orientia tsutsugamushi strains in rats obtained from ten surveyed areas of
eco-tourism and agro-tourism areas in the south of Thailand. In each site, rats were trapped to collect
the chigger mite. All samples were identified morphologically into species level. Rat serum samples were
collected and the infection rate of scrub typhus was inspected using indirect immunofluorescence assay
(IFA) technique. In addition, the liver and spleen of rats were chosen for detecting the O. tsutsugamushi
strain using molecular technique. One hundred and sixty five out of 1,500 traps were successful for rat
trapping (11.00%). Fourteen rat species, namely Rattus tanezumi, Maxomys surifer, Bandicota indica,
Niviventer fulvescens bukit, Sundamys muelleri, R. tiominicus, M. whiteheadi, Hylomys suillus siamensis,
Mus musculus castaneus, R. argentiventer, R. exulans, N. langbiansis, Leopoldamys sabanus and R. sladen
were identified. Regarding the IFA technique, a total of 56 samples (33.94%) demonstrated as pos-
itive results. Herein, five rats including R. tanezumi, R. tiominicus, S. muelleri, B. indica and M. surifer
exhibited immune response to scrub typhus. Concerning the examination of the O. tsutsugamushi strains
from liver and spleen using PCR, nine of 111 samples (8.119%) held positive results and four strains of O.
tsutsugamushi i.e. Kawasaki-related, Kato-related, Karp-related and TA763-related strains were en—
countered. Out of 165 rats caught, 127 rats could observe chigger mites. Consequently, the infestation
rate was 0.77% of the total (5,387 chiggers). In terms of Chigger mite index, it valued 42.42 chigger
mites collected and could be identified into 19 species. From this present study, three main chigger mites
composing of Ascoschoengastia indica (42.75%), Leptotrombidium deliense (30.24%) and Blankaartia
acuscutellaris (0.02%) could be seen in both surveyed areas. The most dominant chiggers were As. indi-
ca and L. delicense which could be found from R. tanezumi. Meanwhile, B. acuscutellaris was rarely seen
in this time, suggesting that the information concerning scrub typhus together with the way of avoiding
contact with infected chiggers should be publicized to the tourists who like traveling through a forest or

the students who come to visit the area for exploring the culture and folkways in the countryside..

Keywords: rats; reservoir host; chigger mite; scrub typhus vector; infection rate
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