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Abstract: Factors Related to Oral Health Care Behavior of the Elderly at Sa Saming Sub-District, Warin Cham-

rap District, Ubon Ratchathani Province

Kaewjai Maleelai, M.Sc. (Tropical Medicine)*, Jeeraporn Jaimon, B.P.H. (Dental Public Health) **;
Phaninee Nakharangsu, B.P.H. (Dental Public Health) ***, Audsadawut Panlao, B.P.H. (Dental Public
Health) **** Thanomsak Boonsu, Ph.D. (Regional Development Strategies) *, Nilubon Panabut, D.D.S*
* Sirindhorn College of Public Health Ubon Ratchathani, Faculty of Public Health and Allied Health
Sciences, Praboromarajchanok Institute; ** Buached Hospital, Buached District, Surin Province; *** Na
Wa Hospital, Na Wa District, Nakhon Phanom Province; **** Don Chik Sub-District Health Promoting
Hospital, Phibun Mangsahan District, Ubon Ratchathani Province, Thailand

Journal of Health Science 2022;31(3):437-46.

This cross-sectional survey study aimed to study the factors associated with and affecting oral
health care behaviors of the elderly. It was conducted among active and literate elderly in Sa Saming
sub-district, Warin Chamrap District. Ubon Ratchathani Province from December 2018 to February
2019. The sample size was calculated to be 120 people. Data were collected by using a questionnaire
that contained general information, knowledge about oral health care, access to oral health care services,
social support and oral health care behaviors; and were analyzed using descriptive statistics: frequen—
cy distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation; and inferential statistics: the Pearson correlation
coefficient. The results showed that 46.66% of the elderly knew about oral health care (predisposing
factors) at a moderate level (mean=0.66, SD=0.48). Most of the elderly (58.33%) had access to oral
health care services (enabling factors) at a moderate (mean=1.88, SD=0.76). In addition, 57.50% of
them received social support (reinforcing factors) at a low level (mean=1.33, SD=0.55). Most of the
active elderly (55.0%) had oral health care behaviors at a moderate level (mean=2.15, SD=0.87). In
conclusion, the predisposing factors, enabling factors and reinforcing factors were statistically associated

with the oral health care behavior among the active elderly.

Keywords: predisposing factors; reinforcing factors; enabling factors; oral health care behavior; elderly
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