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Predicting Factors of Attitude towards Sexually Transmitted Infections among Junior High School Students in Lampang

Abstract: Predicting Factors of Attitude towards Sexually Transmitted Infections among Junior High School Stu-

dents in Lampang Municipality, Lampang Province

Sappaporn Wirattanapokin, Ph.D. (Public Health) *; Srijan Pupjain, Ph.D. (Immunology)**; Panjan
Imnam, M.N.S. (Women’s Health Nursing) **; Benjamas Yodsena, Ph.D. (Demography) ***

* Kanchanabhisek Institute of Medical and Public Health Technology, Faculty of Public Health and Allied
Health Sciences, Praboromarajchanok Institute; ** Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Lampang, Facul-
ty of Nursing, Praboromarajchanok Institute; *** Thailand National Sports University Lampang Campus,
Thailand

Journal of Health Science 2023;32(Suppl 1):S15-S28.

This research was a predictive study aiming to investigate the level of knowledge and attitude
towards sexually transmitted infections and predictive factors for attitudes towards sexually transmitted
infections. Altogether 324 secondary school students in the municipal area, Lampang Province, were
selected by cluster random sampling. Data were collected using the knowledge and attitude questionnaire
about sexually transmitted diseases. Descriptive statistics were applied for analysis of general data and
the level of knowledge and attitude. Predictive factors for attitudes toward sexually transmitted infec-
tions were analyzed with multiple linear regression statistics. The results showed that most of the sam-
ples (75.93%) had moderate level of knowledge about sexually transmitted infections with the mean
score of 24.98. The overall attitude level towards sexually transmitted infections of the samples was
at a good level (Mean=3.93, SD=0.42). The four predictive variables in this study including gender,
knowledge about sexually transmitted infections, experience of training/meeting/learning about sexually
transmitted infections, and participation in activities related to sexually transmitted infections had the
predictive power of attitude level towards sexually transmitted infections by 20.30%. It was also found
that knowledge about sexually transmitted infections was a statistically significant predictor of attitude
towards sexually transmitted infections (p<0.01). The research results indicated that teaching about sex-
ually transmitted infections should be promoted in order to raise knowledge, understanding and attitudes

towards sexually transmitted diseases among secondary school students.
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