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Impact of the Environment on Health

Diarrhoea

Lower respiratory infections
Other unintentional injuries —
Malaria I

Road traffic injuries

COPD *

Perinatal conditions
Ischaemic heart disease
Childhood cluster diseases
Lead-caused mental retardation *
Drownings

HIV/AIDS

Malnutrition
Cerebrovascular Disease
Asthma

Tuberculosis

Suicide

Depression

Poisonings

Falls

Hearing loss

Violence

Lymphatic filariasis

Lung cancer
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Other 19%

Intestinal nematode
infections 1.5%

Drownings 2%

Road traffic
injuries 2%

Malnutrition 4%

Childhood-cluster
diseases 5%

Perinatal conditions 6%

Neuropsychiatric
disorders 6%

1 WHO (2006)
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Abstract

Key words:

Impact of the Environment on Health

Chudchawal Juntarawijit

Department of Natural Resources and Environment, Faculty of Agriculture Natura Resources and
Environment, Naresuan University

Journal of Health Science 20105 19:638-43.

This article described the relationship between environment and health and presented data on
health problems that relate to the environment, collected by the World Health Organization. From
data analysis of causes of disease groups, it was found that there were 102 disease groups and 85
disease groups were related to the environment. The top 4 diseases that were influenced by the
environment were diarrhea, lower respiratory infections, unitentional injuries, and malaria. Fur-
thermore, the data showed that children experienced the highest impact from diseases related to the
environment. As such, children aged under 5 years loss of average healthy life years was 5 times
compared to that of the general population. The data revealed that the environment had high impact
on health. Therefore, all related organizations should be concerned about these issues because
illness and death can be prevented by good environmental management.

impact of the environment, health
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