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Comparison of Genital Injuries in Prepubertal and Pubertal Girls with Sexual Abuse
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Physical findings that
are suspicious for

penetrating trauma

Normal and
nonspecific genital

findings

« Acute laceration, abrasions,
or bruises of the hymen

« Absence of hymenal tissue in
any portion of the posterior half

« Healed hymenal transection or
complete clefts (clefts that
extend to the junction of

the hymen and the vestibule)

« Notches or clefts in the posterior
half of the hymen extending more
than 50% of hymenal diameter,
confirmed in all positions

« Labial or perihymenal lacerations,
abrasions, or bruises

« The posterior hymenal rim less

than 1 mm wide

« Peri-hymenal bands

« Intravaginal ridges

« Hymenal tags

« Hymenal bumps or mounds
« Labial adhesions

« Clefts or notches in the anterior half
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« Genital erythema

« Midline sparing (linea vestibularis)
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Abstract Comparison of Genital Injuriesin Prepubertal and Pubertal Girlswith Sexual Abuse
Wanida Paoin
Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University
Journal of Health Science 2009; 18:178-86.

The objective of this retrospective descriptive study was to compare the frequency and ¢harac-
teristics of genital injuries between pubertal and prepubertal girls who had a history of sexual abuse
by penile-vaginal penetration. Medical records of all female patients age 0-18 years evaluated for
sexual abuse by the Child Protection Team of the Thammasat University Hospital between January
2004 and December 2007 were reviewed. Clinical characteristics and genital findings including
photographs of the patients who had a history of penile-vaginal penetration were collected and
analyzed, using descriptive statistics.

Among 180 patients, 27 prepubertal value girls were 3-10 years old (mean 6.6 years), and 153
pubertal girls were aged 10-18 years old (mean 14.1 years). Overall, the pubertal girls were found
to have diagnostic, suspicious, and nonspecific findings of penetrating trauma in 34.0 percent, 42.5
percent, and 23.5 percent, respectively. Whereas, the prepubertal girls were found to have ¢iagnos-
tic, suspicious, and nonspecific findings of penetrating trauma in 22.2 percent, 25.9 percent, and
51.9 percent, respectively. (p-value 0.01). Physical findings that are diagnostic of penetrating|trauma
include: (1) acute laceration, abrasions, or bruises of the hymen (10.5% in the pubertal girls, 14.8%
in the prepubertal girls), (2) absence of hymenal tissue in any portion of the posterior half (52% in
the pubertal girls, 7.4% in the prepubertal girls), (3) healed hymenal transection (18.3% in the pu-
bertal girls, 0.0% in the prepubertal girls)

In conclusions, the pubertal girls with a history of penile-vaginal penetration are more likgly to
have physical findings indicating vaginal penetrating trauma comparing to the prepubertal gjrls.

Keywords: sexual abuse, prepubertal girls, pubertal girls, genital injuries
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