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Abstract  Assessing Enforcement of Policy on Limiting Alcohol Accessibility and Alcohol
Purchasing
ChanidaL ertpitakpong*, Yot Teerawattananon*, M ontar at Thavor ncharoensap* **, K hunnika
Thitiboonsuwan***, Jomkwan Yothasamut*, Usa Chaikledkaew* **
*Health Intervention and Technology Assessment Program (HITAP), Ministry of Public Health
** Department of Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahidol University
Journal of Health Scienc2009; 18:537-49.

This study was aimed at eval uating the enforcement of laws on limiting alcohol accessibility
(place, time, and agelimited) in Thailand. A cross-sectional household survey was carried out through-
out the country. Two thousand three hundred and sixty eight persons, aged 15 - 60 years, who
remained employed in 7 days, at least, 7 days prior to the interview, and ever consumed alcohol
beverage during the past 12 months, were interviewed about time and place they purchased a cohol.
It was found that about 71.1per cent and 8.0 per cent of the samplesindicated that the latest places
they purchased alcohol were grocery stores, and convenient stores, respectively. However, about
0.4 per cent indicated that the latest place they purchased alcohol was convenient stores located in
gas station, which was the place that alcohol selling was prohibited. On time of purchasing, it was
found that most of the samples (34.2%) purchased alcohol during 6.00-6.59 pm. However, about
10.4 per cent of the samplesindicated that they purchased a cohol during the prohibited times (02.01
- 04.59 pm. and 00.01-10.59 am.) It was found that about 0.9 percent of those who purchased al co-
hol were 15-17 years old, which was lower than 18 years old allowed by law. Based on these
findings, government and related organizations should put more effort to ensure stringent enforce-
ment on the related laws and may also extend to prohibit purchasing at place and time of high
demand if need be in order to effectively control and limit the alcohol accessibility.

Keywords: alcohoal, law enforcement, accessibility, purchasing
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