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Health policy analysis can be categorized into 2 major groups. analysisfor policy and analysis
of policy. Regarding the latter, the application of public policy models and theories are helpful to
shed light on not only the processes of policy decisionsand implementation, but also theroles of key
actorsor stakeholdersand influential contextual factors. Thisarticle presentsfundamental concepts
of health policy studies and the utilities of research in this area.

In analyzing a health policy, apart from its content, researchers should put effort to thoroughly
understand the policy actors, processes and context. The issues to be addressed when examining
particular individuals and organizations comprise their interests, positions, roles and power con-
cerning the policy involvement. To focusthe analysis on policy processes, each stage of the policy
may be assessed, namely agenda setting, policy formulation and implementation, whereby appro-
priate public policy models and theories can be employed in order to get insight into how the policy
developed and why it evolved in such a way. Empirical evidence derived from health policy re-
search of thistype will be beneficial to the health systems through the drawing of lessons from the
past experiences as well as policies implemented in other settings.

health policy, public policy, policy analysis
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