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Abstract: Juvenile Drug Abuse in Thailand: Factors Related to Antisocial Behavior of Juveniles

Vanee Korsuwansiri, B.Sc., M.Sc.*; Bungon Poltechar, Ph.D. (Educational Administration and Leader-
ship).”; Prapapun Chucharoen, Ph.D. (Neuroscience)

* Bangkok Bann Metta Remand Center, Juvenile Observation and Protection Centre of Bangkok Metropolis;
** Faculty of Good Governance Development, Chandrakasem Rajabhat University, *** Master of Arts
Program, ASEAN Institute for Health Development, Mahidol University

Journal of Health Science 2018;27:189-97.

The objective of this study was to assess juvenile drug abuse in Thailand with special emphasis on
factors related to antisocial behavior of the juveniles. By using a structured questionnaire, data of 210
detained male juveniles at Bangkok Bann Metta Remand Center were collected. Descriptive statistics, one—
way analysis of variance (one-way-ANOVA), multiple comparisons and multiple linear regressions re-
spectively were applied to test the difference of means among 3 juvenile groups: drug criminals, rehabili-
tated patients, and other criminals. As for the results, one-way-ANOVA indicated that there was signifi-
cant difference among groups (p<0.01); and multiple comparisons indicated that there was significant
difference between rehabilitated group and other criminal group (p<0.05). It was also found that the
coefficients of indicators of antisocial behavior with regard to long-term factors — background and impul-
siveness had power to explain for 6.3%; while for the short-term factors - opportunity to be a victim

(daily routines) and cognitive process including decision-making had power to explain for 20.5%.

Key words: juvenile drug abuse, antisocial behavior of juvenile
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