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Impact of Becoming Member of ASEAN on Thai Drug Industry

Abstract  Impact of Becoming Member of ASEAN on Thai Drug Industry
Suboonya Hutangkabodee*, Duangtip Hongsamoot**, Pimpun Pitanpitayar at**
*Health Technical Official, **Food and Drug Administration, Ministry of Public Health
Journal of Health Science 2008; 17:SV111870-86.

Economic regionalization has become more practical, attractive and adopted by economies
concerned, for example, EU, (European Union), Mercusor (South America Countries), GCC (Gulf-
countries Co-operation) including ASEAN, aleading market for Thai drug exportsintermsof value.
However, the regionalization can inevitably be of advantage or disadvantage for industry. There-
fore, impact assessment framework isvaluablein order to analyse and establish suitable remedial or
adjustment policies and measures if need be.

The impact assessment framework proposed differed from GTAP Model. The study was de-
signed as qualitative research using interview data and documentary research. The framework pro-
posed relevant datafor the purpose of the analysis, identified three main groups of stakeholderswith
items for short and long term impact assessment.

The GTAP model focuses mainly on tax variation, and thus has limitation for analysis on
issues like pharmaceutical industry which need to take into consideration public health security
issuesin addition to mere revenue generation analysis. However, the proposed model isin aninitial
stage and requires further validation and devel opment.

Keywords: ASEAN, drugsindustry, impact assessment framework
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