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ABSTRACT
The objective of this study was to find out the output and the impact of the Opisthorchiasis

control programme in the mid-5 year health development plan (1992-1996) in 5 provinces of
region 5. It was a survey research by collecting data cross-sectionally from 5,947 samples for the
detection of Opisthorchis eggs and grading the severity of infection; and from interviewing 1,200
households using questionaires.

The study revealed that the prevalence of Opisthorchiasis was 8.42% which was 10% below
the target level, and 2 times less than that of the last survey in 1991. 95.35% of the infection was
less severe (eggs per gram of stool less than 1000). According to the interview,knowledge about
Opisthorchiasis among household members was low. The attitude was positive butonly 41.82 had
appropriate eating habit (the target level was 80%). Regular latrine usage was 36.15% which was
far below the target level (90%). Only 71.33% of the households gained knowledge and reccived
messages from all kinds of media (the target level was 80%). Village broadcasting tower was the
best media while leaflets, phamphets and posters were the worst. Case finding for Opisthorchis
eggs of health workers in 1994 reached only 55.41% of the target and treatment service cover
97.92% of the cases (the target level was 95%)

There was a statistical significant relationship between numbers of Opisthorchis eggs foundin
stool and raw-fish eating behaviour and level of knowledge (P<0.05). Level of knowledge also had
some relationship with mass media from all sources (P<0.0001). This study reveals the positive
impact of the Opisthorchiasis control programme on prevalence and severity of infection.
However it is still necessary to continue health education to improver eating and latrine-using

habits of the population.
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