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Abstract

This study was a retrospective descriptive study. The objective is to study the characteristics
of COVID-19 patients, who received treatment with favipiravir and studied adverse reactions from
the use of favipiravir among COVID-19 patients at Pranburi Hospital. Prachuap Khiri Khan Province.
The sample group were COVID-19 patients, who received favipiravir for at least 5 days and received
care in the cohort ward system, field hospital, home isolation, and outpatient with self-isolation
(Outpatient with Self Isolation) of Pranburi Hospital Patients will receive a favipiravir medication card,
QR code to add an account in the Line official Account application “Pranburi Medicine Room” on their
mobile phones to use as a communication channel with pharmacists and collected basic information
of 1,393 patients from hospital databases and follow-up data. The study was conducted between
1 April 2022 and 31 August 2022. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, presenting frequencies
and percentages with a ready-made computer program.

Results of data collection on a sample of COVID-19 patients participating in the study were
1,393 patients with an average age of 56.48+20.53 years, 623 females (44.72%), 715 patients aged
60 years and over (51.32%), 246 patients with a body weight of more than 90 kilograms (17.66%).
Patients had important comorbidities that are risk factors for severe COVID-19 symptoms 777 cases (55.78%).
This is a group of patients who have no symptoms or mild symptoms but there were risk factors for
severe disease or significant comorbidities or patients with mild pneumonia 1,223 cases (87.80%).
The duration of receiving favipiravir was 5 days 1,383 cases (99.28%) received other concomitant drugs,
including corticosteroid drugs to treat COVID-19 616 cases (44.22 %), 603 patients with abnormal chest
x-ray results (43.29%) , patients with normal blood oxygen concentration test results (value greater than
94%) 1,372 cases (98.49%). 502 cases (36.04%) had a history of receiving 3 doses of COVID-19 vaccine,
but there were also patients who had never received a cattle vaccine Covid-19 297 cases (21.32%).
Surveillance found 45 patients (3.23%) had adverse reactions to favipiravir, including blue eyes in
28 cases (2.01%) and nausea and vomiting in 12 cases (0.86%), dizziness in 3 cases (0.22%), red itchy
rash in 2 cases (0.14%). In addition, there were 62 COVID-19 patients (4.45%) who had their liver function
checked, but no abnormalities were found.

Surveillance of adverse reactions from favipiravir use in COVID-19 patients. Pranburi Hospital
found only blue eyes, nausea, vomiting and dizziness. Therefore, COVID-19 patients those diagnosed
with mild symptoms, both with risk factors and without risk factors for severe disease, including
patients with pneumonia, should receive favipiravir immediately according to clinical care guidelines,
Treat and prevent infection in hospitals in the case of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Department

of Medical Services Ministry of Public Health, for at least 5 days.

Keyword: Surveillance of adverse reactions, favipiravir use, COVID-19
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