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Abstract
Epilepsy is a major public health problem and global burden affecting to the quality of life of the

patients and impacting on society and nation. Some type of epilepsy can be cured if proper diagnosis and
treatment are accessed. Data from World Health Organization found that there were more than 50 million
people with epilepsy worldwide and over 500,000 people in Thailand. There are no overall country
information about the ability to access the treatment. The systematic review from many developing
countries revealed that people with epilepsy received appropriate treatment for their conditions which
was estimated of 449%. The purpose of this study was to provide an overview of the health service system
for epilepsy patients in 11" health region which composed of 7 provinces including Chumporn, Ranong,
Surat Thani, Phang-nga, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Phuket and Krabi. The results show that there are limited
resources available to treat epilepsy patients in accordance with treatment standards especially the
neurologists and epileptologists. Other resources including diagnostic equipment and a variety of
antiepileptic drugs are also limited. The effective referral system as well as an optimal knowledge of
indication in referring patients in a timely manner will help to reduce the treatment gap in access to

appropriate epilepsy services.

Keywords : Epilepsy, Drug-resistant epilepsy, Antiepileptic drugs
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