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Easy Interpretation of Arterial Blood Gases

Siriwan Wongprakornkul M.N.S.*

ABSTRACT

Acid-base balance disorders could lead to severe complications and sometimes the
abnormality may be severe until it becomes a life-threatening risk factor. Arterial blood gas
(ABG) analysis and monitoring is important for symptom diagnosis and oxygen administration
for patients. Comprehensive understanding of the acid-base balances is important for the
healthcare team to extensively assess the patient and then provide rapid assistance. This could
reduce the risk of subsequence complications. However, the understanding and interpretation
of ABG could sometimes be confusing and difficult. There are many methods in interpretation
of ABGs. Therefore, this article has described a step-by-step ABG interpretation which included
7 steps; 1) oxygenation assessment 2) acidity or alkalinity (pH) assessment 3) assessment of
partial pressure of carbon dioxide (PaCOZ) 4) assessment of bicarbonate ions concentration
(HCOS’) 5) Identification of the origin of acid-base disturbance 6) determination of the
compensation mechanism and 7) summary of ABG interpretation. The proper application of the
concept of acid-base balance in patient care could be useful not only for monitoring of patient

symptom, but also evaluating the effectiveness of patient care.

Keywords: Arterial blood gas, Interpretation of arterial blood gas, Acid-base balance

* Registered Nurse (Senior Professional Level), Department of Adult and Aging Nursing,

Boromarajonani College of Nursing Udonthani
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UNN
anuAnnAvesaugania-aiilun1zii
maasunasanudiuiuveslslasnuleseu (H)
ielumivewaleseu (HCO) Fuihligns
wasumlasmingasnnudiuniaviiosma (pH) v04
ROAUAY LATEINANTENUADITUUAN 9 VYBITNNY
fivanvane mm:;mwwumzﬁaQﬂﬂmﬁq%'im'lﬁ
anuAalnAvesauqansa-maiiansousald
Aunsaviseduaa wazliduniiannszuumela
NIDAILORTY %uagiﬁummmmmm"lﬁauqa
MItINeN e lagnisudarnanisngiadiaslu
noauAl (Arterial blood gas: ABG) Fafluinye
finanudAuasiifiuesadsdmiuiinguamiiio
matadefiniud munsassynmafiniaiaie
Timssnuldedramnzauuazannizumsndoui
WINANINU
mﬁﬂiznanﬁugmmm ABG
madszliuannzdihelaglinansia ABG
mllessznoudredeyaiugiuiidifa dail
1) wesSudanudumveseonduuludlulnaiiu
(Sa0)) 2) UNAUYEDEDDNTIU (Pa0,) Aazanelu
@oauas 3) Anuillunsaviens (pH) veadon
uad 4) usasugesmivoulasen s (PaCo,) Tu
@oauad uas 5) Anusutuveluaveualesou
(HCO,) luideauna Insanfvesmasludonuna
Tudlvg) wanadamnadi 1

mM3190 1 andveamasludenuns (ABG) Tu

Alne)*

ABGs alna
pH 7.35-7.45
PaCO2 35 - 45 mmHg
P.':LO2 80 -100 mmHg
HCOB’ 22 -26 mEq/liter
Sa0, 95 - 100 %

pafsenouNUTIUYDY ABG Unvaziduanail
d & & A W A 2
1. s iFudainudunIvesaantoulua
Tulnaiiy (Sa0) HazuIIeUg g NTIUNaZaNY
luiasaung (Pa0,)
Sa0, uaz PaO, Wuarnuendalsuia
= lé a 1 a
2nFRUlURALAI FalaglnAnsuudioandu
Tusnamed 2 guuy asu>
1.1 eanFnudunudlulnatuluwaddia
@oauas Ganin 9andd lulnadu (oxyhemoglobin)
a3n7alda1nnTeaaTaTanudNAIv0IF 1y
TnafiuanFwas (pulse oximeter) fua Sa0, 1n@
Foalmu1nNI 95% tiiAranainaud 90% aa il
Y G = v v =Y
wdevsvlszdiudiheuazlveandnu
1.2 sondrunazagegludon Nszum
3% Yaufluan Pa0, 52ALY03 Pal, Maldtiuae
%] %4 o v % d‘ a d‘
quiususzAY Sao, Ho91nvonFunazaiyly
=} Y v a d < =) v
onvzuEnnudlulnatulumadilin@onaunaniy
& Pa0, g3 Flulnaiiveziviuluianaveseensiou
619905UNTENF I Inadudud & 9ail Sao,
2199209 100% Pao, ansodalauinninm
1n@
ANMVAUWUTIEVI Pa0,_unz Sa0, 1519w
U a' X =) a < %4 a v
1 io Pa0, ey Flulnadufeziuoondnuld
X ' s R o A o oA X "M v
wnau uanlodiFudnisduanmuaulyldfu
dadulagnsany Pao, A AINANNTUNUTN
1qazhiifuwdunsaunvzeanuududuldegla
S i38n731 oxygen-hemoglobin dissociation curve
(MnN 1) waziilavevargdsemsluanme gy
ardeuldnedonazun Iasdudunswidouly
M9v1 (shifted to the right) uaaein dlulnadu
Tueenduuldtioaa (hemoglobin’s decreased
0,-affinity) uazanInlasseandruliuad lddie
1 d' -~ =Wl X
wu o pH lwidenanay gamgilinaniugayy
~ X v o v {
130 PaCo, 1iinau lumanaunuvmnidunsviaou
lunnadhe (shifted to the left) uaaainglulnaiiu
o a v 4 . s .
Tweanduuldunniu (hemoglobin’s increased
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0,-affinity) v3edlulnaiivi/deveansdinusen
v 1 d‘ A z:a' t§j a ol
tovas wu We pH ludoainiy gamniisnany
anad 130 PaCoO, anas™*®

MNN 1 ANNFNNUTIEHIN Sa0, uaz Pa0, (Oxygen-Hemoglobin dissociation curve) aauilanin

https://step1.medbullets.com/respiratory/117014/oxygen-hemoglobin-dissociation-curve’

Left-shift

v PCO2
— he
— ¥ 23-DPG

* Temp.
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50‘ |
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| 4 PCO2
pHe
' 4 23DPG
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tdiheiinnzesndwuluidenanas (hypox-
emia) x9N 1¥AN Pa0, uaz Sa0, snnd uas
MNNIDULITZAVANINFUUTIVDINIENTBIDDNF U
¥ il
~W39900nFRUENIBY (mild hypox-
emia) Vet nMziusesudesoendnuluden
ua (Pao) 88381319 60-79 mmHg
~w30300nFruLhunan (moderate hy-
poxemia) MNeEa NMEiiusITugoreanduly
AOALAY (Pa0)) 893551319 40-59 mmHg
~WIDI0DNFIUTUUIY (severe hypox-
emia) VNt nMziusesudesoandnuluden
uea (Pa0,) YounI1 40 mmHg
2. annilunsarisenrs (pH)
A1 pH VaNHNEN1ZUBINIAYIA191Y
s1me Wumstaanudlunsa-aravesdsazars
nsazaefiiilolasnulesou (HY) wnezflunia

TNMUENMFN pH UnAreudnauny (7.35-7.45)
81 pH #1131 6.8 W30 ganin 7.8 aznln
nIzUIUMIRINAIYlUINed NMaIuasi i
Aihuidediald a1 pH Nenninlnd (pH < 7.35)
@oavsianuilunsa 3un31 acidemia 813N
gannd (pH > 7.45) @oavzianuiluai
58071 alkalemia'*>®7
[ ] J q =~
3. usasugasn1suaulasan ludluasn
uag (PaCo)
2
< 1 a o
PaCo, Fusmnimesvesszvumela
UaUenNIANNENITalUMIIZLIeINA U
dugagvaanisarsusulaoonleanazareslu
waaw waslaNuduWUSlagasanuaIsuaule
s a o
panladnnaninwad gnaduaulasdoauas
msalEnTanaNuEalnfvelauganin-a
nidunrutinnszuumels AN NNFUNUT
WANUNLBATINITELNEIN AvDIRIaN Aty
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]
A v

nionnnsmeladh (Bradypnea) RAM IR0
miveulaeenlyd Mmniimsszuneeinaeeanan
IMoRBA U PaCO, 922009 UAZMINNITIZUY
21MAAAAIANT Pacozﬂztﬁwﬁu 1 PaCo, Un@fe
35-45 mmHg &1 PaCO, < 35 mmHg 1auania
MIAANIEA1NINMTMNET (respiratory alkalo-
sis) WAz PaCO, > 45 mmHg vviuoia 1fia
N1ILNTANNITHIY 1R (respiratory acidosis)
519Measalsusaseszay PaCo, Hiosnen
augansa-aaldmeluliand lnsfuvieandan
mimela Wielunawesermadimely 257

4. anuwutuvesluasveunlessy
(HCOg_)

anueiudu HCO, iWumniimeives

nszuIUMSAUeagy Wueiddsenauveensia
vieaiinuaulasla vhwrhilduadeuszuy
o3 (buffer) ¥o9319Me 130 EAIANY
Wiuduves HCO - Tumsinsaniuvesnnuia
Undvesauganin-saluimeld die HCO ™ <
22 mEq/liter U9U0nNN1IZNTAINNTZLIUNT
WAUBATN (metabolic acidosis) 81A1 HCO, >
26 mEg/liter"™’ UoniNNN1ILAINIINATZLIUNT
WAWBATN (metabolic alkalosis) LALUANAINN
szruunrelandnalonisUSusawelaonis
wasumlasszduves PaCO, ldmafi duszuyla
Fodl¥nalumanldsunlasszduves HCOg"ﬁ'um
a1 luauit lasiwmhdidlulng HCO,” vzfuransy
FoalFnamanstalia dwsulunnanu wu dgeeny
videdfimaimhiivedlaanas malSusame
HCO,~ 1vdaslnamanyiu’

shotummaihliiiemsnldsunlasauga
VY9anIA-Aa lUIIMEetaRsuNaY 919 M3 ld5u
EJ”I@?Jﬂt]V]%ﬁQ‘U‘IJiZﬁ'W] (sedative drug) uniul
Wiomaasuiiasyy hldAane respiratory
acidosis ANWIANNIIA YisonMzdEa M HIAAN1IL
respiratory alkalosis N139@@1¥19 HIDNIZILN

U Alauedladd M lvinan1iz metabolic aci-
dosis uaz MIDUTLUTULIY ¥3BMIQAMIFANA
Tunszinzamsdlunainu mldHan1z meta-
bolic alkalosis*™’
na lnmslSusameaunansa-ag
nalnnslsusareduaania — A19v09
sumelumsinpszay pH Wiudnddszneudie
szuumelinruquizauvesnisuoulaoon lae
(CO,) wazszuulaniuguiszauvesluasuoiua
(HCO,) tamomlFaosszuviilufieneasatushu
nulumsineangaved pH endieg1a wu f1azuy
Taszuumiadsudunsa SnszuuezlSuramsyly
luffmaveaang 2>
lugiheiddannsmeladiesiinigdy
miveulasenlydeaninn 1 Paco, 9zamna oz
a1 pH sziviuludeauns sameiinnziludig
Fameoazneevdsurawenizaslaensvuly
msuouaveniilaiuunay orhldideaunsd
anuiflunsaiin®’

Iuﬂiﬁﬁulﬁﬁﬂ’liﬂ%ln%mﬁvﬂ (uncompensated)
yvneda diossuumilviliidamadsumlasmiga
nsa—anluiane Gzuumelavieszuule) 90
ssuvhifimafusamoiiieinuaugad pH>*

mMsduraeudIu (partially compen-
sated) viunoda szuvlaszuumilavesnanmeneey
wlfuramoualiansolusamelfiivanerive
e pH ndvandludnd Tunsdlilmszuunsaiu
Puvzagusngnmlndluficnansadiunuaimeg
voallym >

mﬁﬂ%fwmﬁvﬂauy,mi (fully compensated)
vnede A1 pH veadiheazeglumalngd uazlu
vauipenuavesszuumelauazla (Pa0, uaz
HCO,) szaguantnnauazludnymziian
ATINUANUAU>T

mnszaumiveulasenlsdludoadiu vy
JU5ua H 110 waza pH anad (ian11nsa ue
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msueulaeenlydludonanas HiSua H' e
< ¥ 1 c§l a 1
@ntiey uazA1 pH gaau Man1za1le mniiun
HCO,” Tu@eaiuazih H* aonanszuulvadou
HANIZAN uaonIue HCO - ludenanadas
Udos H" Whgszuulradounanniznsa
msuilawanisnsia ABG
nMsudanan1snsda ABG Nanenu 7 1uasu
& d12 5,6,7,8

AU

PUADUN 1 WNITUITEAL Pa0, uaz Sa0,

d' 1A 1 a A 1 o & v
iogiineznioseondwurioh uazsuiludas
TWoondnuriioly Anznietoonduull 3 szeu
Aa1l

Mild hypoxemia NUNBe PaO2
88381313 60 - 79 mmHg

Moderate hypoxemia W8089 A Pa0,
88381313 40 - 59 mmHg

Severe hypoxemia NUNBDe M Pa0,
uaamw 40 mmHg

Sumouil 2 RasensEay pH mmat’mmm

Hunsaviedna Tngfiansandail

f1 pH 8¢3zMI 7.35 - 7.40 doduiunia
Tuszauiln@d

A1 pH ag3zning 7.41 - 7.45 HoduTudng
Tuszauiln@

1 pH ani 7.35 deflunsalasauysel

m pH fmfm 7.45 doiutluanlagauysol

Sumoud 3 Wasand PaCo, il

AsA-AAaNszuunglavise li

PaCO2 < 35 mmHg Hunne respiratory
alkalosis

PaCO2 > 45 mmHg Hunne respiratory
acidosis

Tumouil 4 Wz HCO,® Hanudun
FA-ANIAANMNNTTLIUM I VOATUNIO 1]

HCO, < 22 mEq/liter Wlun1e metabolic

acidosis

HCO, > 26 mEq/liter (Wlun1e metabolic
alkalosis
Tunouil 5 ssyfinvesnnuialnfves
nsa-ainduszuumelivisewaiveddn law
WITANIVMVBUNUIZNINAT pH Funouit 2)
AU A1 PaCo, (Fumouit 3) wazd HCO,” (Vumou
ii 4)
funauii 6 Ansanhidiheeglunnslaves
nalnmsdusame Tnsfinrsandai >
Fully compensated ACTNIGE pH ag’
Tugremdnd (7.35 - 7.45) uazA1vesszuumela
uazle (Pa0, uaz HCO,) aguanynanlnfuasly
ANHULTAN AN UTIY
Partially compensated ARG R pH
Tieglugaedln@ wazmszuuasanuduiuszuy
ﬁtﬂumm@mmmmﬁﬂﬂﬂaﬂmﬂ%@m (PaCo,
viie HCO,) aguanyndnauazluiinmansaiy
STRbY
Uncompensated viseia i1 pH liaglu
$01nd uazmszuuanfudimiussuuidudimeg
YaInNNAAUNANIATEA (PaCo, 130 HCO,)
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂcluﬂf]\iﬂ’]ﬂﬂﬁl
sunoudl 7 thefieuldnanuadauda
aouil 1-6 MBvusmiu wldfuaplmamlana
M30399 ABG voagile
fmedramsniananisnsiv ABG
Greghail 1 wanmsnida ABG veadihuidu
Sail
pH = 7.52, PaCO‘ = 30 mmHg, HCO_':
24 mEq/hter Pa0,= 89 mmHg, Sa0, = =96%
FuAsuR 1 A9 Pa0, uaz Sa0, lag
Pa0, = 89 mmHg uaz Sa0, = 96% ag“lumm
Und fthelifinzwioseandwu (no hypoxemia)
wawaflu azeenduludenilnd (normal
oxygenatlon)

Tupaudl 2 Ansand pH = 7.52 g
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Fae1nd wlawaidlu drelasauysol (alkalosis)
dupaud 3 Aarsend PaCO, = 30 mmHg
Fananeannd Taelna CO, 933U H 0
launsaasueiia (H,CO,) udnansaiaoil
afuoulaoenlwdmniidnnasdliiianiiznia
ﬂmuuﬂa waulu respiratory alkalosis
Supeui 4 Warsand HCO, = 24 mEq/
liter G90glugaea1nd ﬂimuuﬂawa"lﬁa'w 997
Usznoauveuumuedasulnd
Tugoud 5 sayfinveannuAnUniveansa
MIaa1iRannszuume e mueddy lag

a s 1 I o 1 1 5 dl
NATUNUUNNDUNUIENINAT pH (VunoUnN 2)

AU AN PaCo, @uaouil 3) uaze HCO,” (Vunou
4) 39agUwa ABG 91ne pH 1ilu alkalosis 31

=)

ﬂllﬁquum PaCO2 T respiratory alkalosis tia
wa111183n1e respiratory alkalosis

dugouii6 Ansaniidiheeglunnslaves
nalnmstSusame diheauil pH ieglugaem
Un@ uazszuuasaiuiny e HCO,” aglugiem
Und ueasi hifinsUSurame wawaidlu uncom-
pensated

dunaudi 7 tharndnldnanuafauddu
aauil 1 - 6 Aousiuizaglédn

msudawa ABG fe uncompensated respi-
ratory alkalosis with normal oxygenation

Fred1afl 2 wam3InT ABG vesihuih
Fail

pH = 7.32, PaC02= 31 mmHg, HCOS’ =
19 mEqg/liter, Pa0,= 78 mmHg, Sa0,= 89%

ﬁmﬁ_l i PaO =78 mmHg uaz SaO2
= 89% wawaidlu ng mlld hypoxia

dupauil 2 M pH 7.32 mniwhean
wlawaflu nsalagauysal (acidosis)

Jupaui 3 M PaCO,= 31 mmHg an
$rmuUnd ulawailu nnie respiratory alkalosis

Yunouil 4 M HCO, = 19 mEq/liter M

nEaan@ uwlawaidlu n11g metabolic acido-
sis
dupouil 5 Ansaniugmiloudussuined
pH (Fupaudi 2) fud PaCo, (Wuaaud 3) uaze
HCO - @uaoudt 4) Saagdmaudanailu s
metabolic acidosis
dupoudl 6 i pH hioglusamilng was
szuuasaiuduie Paco, hiogluedning uaag
iimnlSuramernadiuuddahiouysal eaan
pH lundumeglusisdnlng Jeumlawaiflu par-
tially compensated
fugeuil 7 aplnsulana ABG vesiihe
Ao partially compensated metabolic acidosis
with mild hypoxemia
Gredhail 3 wansnaae ABG veadihuifu
Sail
pH = 7.36, PaCO, = 29 mmHg, HCO,' =
20 mEq/hter PaO =108 mmHg, SaO =99%
umgwn 1 M PaO =108 mmHg taz SaO
= 99% wilawaillu N11¢ normal oxygenation
Jupeu 2 M pH = 7.36 aglurnnnnd
uﬂawmﬂu ﬂi{sﬂui“’ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁl (acidosis)
sugoud 3 M PaCO, = 29 mmHg T
GHNﬂ'IiJﬂG\ mJa wallu nne respiratory alkalosls
u ouN 4 M HCO B
nEaln@ uamaidlu n11g metabolic acido-

= 20 mEqg/liter m

S1S

Tupauii 5 Ansandugmiloufussnied
pH (sﬁgumuﬁ 2) NUAN PaCo, (ﬂjéumauﬁ 3) uazan
HCO,~ (Funoudi 4) aagUmawlawailu ne
metabolic acidosis

Tuneuii 6 1 pH aglugraming uasssuy
asanuduie Paco, hisglusering uaaaiiil
malsusaweauysal wlawaiu fully compen-
sated

Tunauil 7 aglmamlana ABG veadihe
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fo fully compensated metabolic acidosis with
normal oxygenation
fredhall 4 Hamsnse ABG veadiheidu
Yail
pH = 7.37, PaCO, = 58 mmHg, HCO,' =
29 mEq/hter Pa0, = = 65 mmHg, Sa0, = 78%
uﬂﬂu‘w 1 M PaO =65 mmHg uaz SaO
= 78% wilawaflunne mlld hypoxemia
Yugouil 2 M pH = 7.37 aglugndnind
wilawadlu nsaluszauand (acidosis)
Yupoudl 3 M PaCO, = 58 mmHg gani
$rmund ulawaflu nne respiratory acidosis
dunoufi 4 M HCO™ = 29 mEq/liter g
ngemlna wawaiflun1iz metabolic alkalo-
sis
Tupeauii 5 Ansandugmiioufussniied
pH (Gi]gumuﬁ 2) NUAN PaCo, (%gumuﬁ 3) wazan
HCO - Wuaouil 4) Jagmanlanaidu e
respiratory acidosis
Auneuil 6 A pH eglugamng uasseuy
anfudmio HCO, hisglundnnd wlawa
(T fully compensated
Yugouil 7 agmsmlana ABG vosfihe
Ao fully compensated respiratory acidosis with
mild hypoxemia
SnmeHamang ABG Withesot wuly
é’ﬂ)ﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬂ@gﬂﬁuéa%ﬁ (chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease: COPD) wazilunnuinlnd

19Nd1591994

vosauqania-annwuduldnl/lugiloni

¥ v o
v A

91N13vedlsntlenganuiaeia NIt NUITUN

b

ildiianismelaveaf ety ldifasin

P ¢S 1 % P~ A 5
amsvoulaoonlydus it uszauvsioondaune
K1y COPD 3al¥imasnundronislieanduszay
100% 1udn31n151vaaInIan1 i ¥y UVl
pndnunhiganuduhl min Pa0, iy useiiu
nmamelavisenisszugeiniavedgiisrzanal

(hypoventilation) uaze1v ivnelald®™

Jnsainazagy

nsudanamsnga ABG uuy 7 suaeu 7
syusrnlunnauiiuanareainnisulanads
m3au 9 e lafldndnde base excess uaz
MImMuIMAT anion gap MnUszauniseinisdou
undnwmenalumsinnialfiduuredihewy
71 msudananiingia ABG Wnvzinanuduau
gngemananuenlaazliamnsowlanaldeda
wiudh dwsumsmlarasdrafussuuiiazvunou
mirdhedensianunly Tuduay wasiinfnmnm
ansoudanaminiald edalsfiay msezutla
HAN3AIY ABG Idedagndesmiudideserdonis
fIndunazinisfansanedesounsoy Uananii
M3 oya01n1IN1IAATNYeIR Y8 UNIE
panduluGen NMITzUILOINA UazAVANGD
Yoansa-an MIWlumsitane azseligiele
Sumsquadninilmneauuasilinsquaied
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