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The development of model
for promoting early child
development

at child care centers

in Mae Hong Son province
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The objectives of this research
were to develop the model for promoting
early child development (ECD) and to study
its effectiveness and outcomes at child
care centers in Mae Hong Son Province.
The research was carried out with the Question-
naire and Developmental Surveillance and
Promotion Manual (DSPM) during July 2015 -
July 2016. A total of 50 persons from day care
aids, sub-district administration officers and
public health officers were the sample groups
for ECD model development. Seventy day care
aids were allocated into the study and as
a control group (n = 35 per group) in order to
assess an effectiveness of the ECD model.
Atotal of 115 children with suspected delayed
developmentwere allocated as a control group
(n = 50) and a study group (n = 65).
The study group was exposed to the developed
ECD model whereas no model applied to
the control groups. Pre and post intervention
data were collected. ECD model was applied
for 6 months thereafter post-intervention
data was collected during January - July 2016.
Sample groups for ECD model’'s outcome
assessment were young children aged
between 30 and 42 months in 2015 of 616
persons and in 2016 of 1,081 persons.
Descriptive statistics, Independent t-test,
andpaired sample t-test were used to
analyze data.

Results : ECD model interventions
were carried out in child care centers in
Mae Hong Son Province comprised of
G strategies as following : 1) providing early
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child development activities according to
the curriculum and lesson plan for 6 months ;
2) early child development monitoring and
screening in child care centers by day care
aids and public health officers 2 times
a year and ; 3) community participation on
economics, social support and refer of children
with suspected delay development to receive
child development stimulation at health service
facilities. The assessment of effectiveness
of ECD model found that the study group
revealed higher knowledge, better community
participation and early child development
activity after exposing to ECD model as well
as significantly higher total average score of
children with suspected delay development
(p-value < 0.05) . The comparison between
the control and study group after applying
ECD model found that the study group had
better knowledge and participatory early child
development activities than the control group
and showed significantly higher total average
score of children with suspected delay
development (p-value < 0.05) . Outcomes of
ECD model were increasing of the coverage of
ECD surveillance and screening from 93.3%
in 2015 to 94.0% in 2016. The prevalence of
children with suspected delay development
increased from 26.2% to 41.8%. The referral of
children with suspected delay development
for further treatment at health facilities
increased from 21.2% to 77.2%.

Key words : Developmentof model for
promoting early child development
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