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ABSTRACT

The objective of this cross-sectional research is to examine the factors
associated with the behaviors of unwanted pregnancy prevention and
sexually transmitted diseases among high school students in Mueang
District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. The sample group consists of 394
high school students aged between 12 and 18 years. Data collection was
conducted using a questionnaire, and the quality was ensured by analyzing
the index of questionnaire item congruence with the content, yielding a
value of 0.89. Additionally, the reliability of perception variables was
assessed using the KR-20 method, resulting in a value of 0.96. The
Cronbach's alpha coefficients for attitude perception variables and
behavioral variables were 0.79 and 0.64, respectively. Statistical analysis
included descriptive statistics, means, standard deviations, and correlation
coefficients. The study found significant correlations (p < .05) between
certain factors and behaviors related to unwanted pregnancy prevention
and sexually transmitted diseases. These factors include gender, academic
performance, and the main occupation of parents. However, perception
variables showed no significant correlation with behaviors related to
unwanted pregnancy prevention and sexually transmitted diseases.
In conclusion, gender, academic performance, parents' main occupation,
and attitudes are significant factors in planning and implementing strategies
to change behaviors related to unwanted pregnancy prevention and

sexually transmitted diseases among students.
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Table 1: Levels of perceived, attitudes, and behaviors in preventing unwanted pregnancies and sexually

transmitted diseases among high school students in Mueang District, Nakhon Ratchasima

Province. (n=394)

Variables Studied

Sample Size (n) Percentage (%)

1. Perception of unwanted pregnancy prevention

High Level (80% and above)
Medium Level (60% - 79%)
Low Level (Below 609%)

102 25.9%
116 29.4%
176 44.7%

Mean = 62, SD = 21.48, Max = 100, Min = 4.76, 95% Cl = 59.79 - 64.03

2. Attitude towards unwanted pregnancy prevention

High Level (102 points and above)
Medium Level (84 — 101 points)

Low Level (Below 84 points)

23 5.8%
149 37.8%
222 56.3%

Mean = 83.89, SD = 9.79, Max = 119, Min = 66, 95% Cl = 82.86 — 84.85

3. Behavior in unwanted pregnancy prevention
High Level (64 points and above)
Medium Level (52 - 63 points)

Low Level (Below 52 points)

58 14.7%
139 35.3%
197 50.0%

Mean = 54.25, SD = 7.43, Max = 75, Min = 40, 95% C| = 53.47 — 54.97
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fisesiu .05 (Table 2)
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Table 2: Relationship between personal factors and behaviors in preventing unwanted pregnancies
and sexually transmitted diseases among high school students in Mueang District, Nakhon

Ratchasima Province. (n = 394)

Behavior level for preventing 2
df p-value
Factors unwanted pregnancy
Low Medium  High
Sex
Man 120 31 5 78.08 2 < .001*
Female 77 108 53
Age
12 years 33 10 9 23.53 12 .024*
13 years 53 21 8
14 years 26 22 11
15 years 27 35 12
16 years 17 19
17 years 23 16
18 years 18 16
Religion
Buddhist 195 137 57 - - -
Christian 2 2 1
Academic performance
Excellent 39 46 24 19.79 6 .003*
Good 80 61 22
Fair 58 24
Poor 20 8 3
Current living situation
Both parents 115 86 38 7.109 8 525
Father only 8 6 2
Mother only 25 22 9
Grandparents 29 18 8
Relatives or others 20 7 1
Marital status of parents/Guardians
Single 6 5 0 - - -
Married but not living together 12
Separated/Divorced 52 37
Married and living together 123 92 a6
Widowed 4 2 1
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Table 2: (Continue)

Behavior level for preventing 2
df p-value
Factors unwanted pregnancy
Low Medium  High
Highest education level of parents/Guardians
Primary School 40 20 12 4.802 10 .904
Lower Secondary School 38 26 13
Upper Secondary/High School 65 55 18
Vocational/Associate Degree 14 12 5
Bachelor's Degree 34 22
Higsher than Bachelor's Degree 6 a4
Main occupation of parents/guardians
Farming/Agriculture 17 18 7 26377 12 .009
General labor 72 34 10
Small business/trade 52 40 17
Civil servant/public employee 21 23 8
Factory worker 16 7 12
Private company employee 11 12
Unemployed 8 5

4. ATIENANUEUN UG TEnI19TT8A U
N153U37 wazanadv Aunganssulunisdesiy
Msssnssalafisssasduaslsnfnsenaneduiig
YasnSsulsaNAnw lusLNoas JMINUATIVELN
wud1 Yaderusunisius uavtadeduanaiv

fanuduiusiunginssulunisdesiunisieassd
laifsUsrasAuazlsaRnmenanAdunusueatniS oy
AsufnY) 8noliles JITAUATIIBENT pegned
Toddyneadnfisesu 05 (Table 3)

Table 3: The relationship between factors such as perception, attitude, and behavior in preventing

unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases among high school students in

Mueang District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. (n = 394)

Behavior level for preventing

Factors unwanted pregnancy XZ df p-value

Low

Medium High

Perception of preventing unwanted pregnancies

Low level 60
Medium level 50
High level 87

79 37 71.65 4 <.001
a8 18
12 3
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Table 3: (Continue)

Behavior level for preventing

Factors unwanted pregnancy XZ df p-value
Low Medium High
Attitude of preventing unwanted pregnancies
Low level 146 59 17 56.48 a4 <.001
Medium level a1 73 35
High level 10 7 6

(*statistical significance at .05)
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