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ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional analytical study aimed to study factors associated with
oral health care behaviors among the elderly in Sawang Sub-district,
Sawang Wirawong District, Ubon Ratchathani Province. The sample
consisted of 347 individuals aged 60 years and above, selected through
systematic sampling. Data were collected using a questionnaire and
analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency distribution,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, median, interquartile range, and
minimum-maximum values. Analyzed relationships by Chi-square, Fisher’s
exact, and Spearman’s rank correlation. The results showed that the
majority of the elderly participants were female (59.94%) and married
(77.52%), with an average age of 69.61 years (SD = 7.35), most had a
primary education level (67.72%) and were agriculturist (53.89%), median
monthly income was 800 Baht (IQR = 1,300), and high levels of oral health
care behavior. (62.54%). Factors associated with oral health care behaviors
included personal income (r = 0.133, p = .013), knowledge (r = 0.203, p <
.001), attitudes towards oral health care (r = 0.273, p < .001), enabling
factors (r = 0.278, p < .001), and reinforcing factors (r = 0.365, p < .001).
These findings indicate that the PRECEDE model could be applied in
developing policies, programs, or activities to promote oral health care
behaviors. Effective support across predisposing, enabling, and reinforcing

factors could lead to improved oral health behaviors among the elderly.
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Table 1: General Information of the Sample Group. (n=347)

General Information Count Percentage

Gender

Male 139 40.06

Female 208 59.94
Age X=69.61 (S.D. = 7.35), Min = 60, Max = 95

60 - 69 years 197 56.77

70 - 79 years 112 32.28

80 years and above 38 10.95
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Table 1: Continued

General Information Count Percentage
Occupation
Retired government official 7 2.02
General laborer 20 5.76
Agriculture 187 53.89
Self-employed 9 2.59
Private company employee 1 0.29
Unemployed 123 35.45
Education Level
Below primary education 90 25.93
Primary education 235 67.72
Lower secondary education 13 3.75
Upper secondary education 1.73
Diploma/Vocational certificate 0.58
Bachelor's degree or higher 0.29
Marital Status
Single 28 8.07
Married 269 77.52
Divorced/Widowed/Separated 50 14.41

Monthly Income Median = 800, IQR = 1,300, Min = 600, Max = 19,200

2. HANSANYITEAUNYANTTUNITAUAFUAN
Yol Nverae1gluiuaadIng SLNeainaITeIad
Jainguasysnil wudn nausegsdulvg dssu
NOANTIUNSAUAGUAINYBIUN (Oral Health Care

Behavior Level) asﬂmzﬁugﬂ (High Level) Sesas
62.54 s03awnAe agluseauUIunals (Moderate
Level) fovay 37.46 (Table 2)

Table 2: Number and Percentage of Oral Health Care Behavior Levels Among the Sample Group.

(n=347)
Oral Health Care Behavior Level Score Number Percentage
Moderate Level 29 - 42 130 37.46
High Level 43 and above 217 62.54

X =43.67,S.D. = 4.00, Min = 33, Max = 52

3. HANNTIASIZNANUFUNUSTEMI19U98
dauyaAa (Personal Factors) AUNEANTTUNTALA
qsumwsn'aqmﬂ (Oral Health Care Behavior) 3519

Tayanluadfladranaisuazad anviyes Lag
MUUALASEAUNGANTIN 2 520U oA szAuliunan
WAZIEAUEY U1 LA (Gender) 819 (Occupation)
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Table 3: Analysis of Personal Factors Affecting Oral Health Care Behavior of the Sample Group Using
Chi-Square and Fisher's Exact Test. (n = 347)

Personal Factors Behavioral Levels Chi-square Fisher’s p-value
Moderate High Exact test
Number Number
(Expt. Co.) (Expt. Co.)
Gender
Male 59 (52.07) 80 (86.93) 2.457 0.117
Female 71(77.93) 137 (130.07)
Occupation
Retired government official 1(2.62) 6 (4.38) 4.720 0.443
General laborer 10 (7.49) 0 (12.51)
Agriculture 68 (70.06) 9 (116.94)
Self-employed 4 (3.37) 5 (5.63)
Private company employee 1(0.63) 0 (0.37)
Unemployed 46 (46.08) 77 (76.92)
Education Level
Below primary education 41 (33.72) 49 (56.28) 5.052 0.386
Primary education 83 (88.04) 152 (146.96)
Lower secondary education 3 (4.87) 10 (8.13)
Upper secondary education 2 (2.25) 4 (3.75)
Diploma/Vocational 1 (0.75) 1(1.25)
certificate
Bachelor's degree or higher 0(0.37) 1 (0.63)
Marital Status
Single 10 (10.49) 18 (17.51) 3.456 0.178
Married 107 (100.78) 205 (168.22)
Divorced/Widowed/ 13 (18.73) 37 (31.27)
Separated

(
(
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Ora
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Table 4: Analysis of Personal Factors Affecting Oral Health Care Behaviors of the Sample Group Using

Spearman's Statistics. (n = 347)

Variables Oral Health Care Behavior
Ts 95% Cl for T p-value Level of Correlation
Age -0.096 -0.199 - 0.009 075 Not correlated
Monthly Income 0.133 0.028 - 0.235 .013 Low

5. kamFeseiaduiussenindade
(Predisposing Factors) Jaduide (Reinforcing Factors)
wazdaduiaiy (Enabling Factors) AUNgANTIY
nsquagun1mYesun (Oral Health Care Behavior)
wud1 Jadeth leun Awiieadunisguagunmn
%83U1n (Knowledge of Oral Health Care) uagvifums
AerfunsguaguaIngesdin (Attitude Towards
Oral Health Care) TA1udUWUS AUNGANTIY
NsALaguNINTeIUIN Jaduide ldun nsfigunsal
nsvihanuazeaiiuuaznIsidIfuuTmMsguaguIw

¥939U1N (Access to Oral Health Services and Oral
Cleaning Tools) #ANuduiusiungAnssun1IgLa
gqunntealn wastdadeiasu laun nslasunis
atuanuAINyARaRAENSASUIIENTIINUIEIRTS 9
Lﬁmﬁ’uLﬁammi@uaqmmwﬁmmﬂ (Support from
Individuals and Receiving Information on Oral
Health Care from Various Sources) daMuduius

[

AungAnssunITALagAINYeIUIn ag1eliddAry

o

ynsERAsEeU .05 (Table 5)

Table 5: Analysis of Factors Affecting the Oral Health Care Behavior of the Sample Group Using

Spearman's Correlation. (n = 347)

Variables Oral Health Care Behavior
Ts 95% Cl for g p-value  Level of Correlation

Predisposing Factors

- Knowledge of Oral Health Care  0.203  0.100 - 0.302 <.001 Very Low

- Attitude Towards Oral Health 0.273  0.173 - 0.368 <.001 Low
Care
Reinforcing Factors

- Access to Oral Health Services 0.278  0.178 - 0.372 <.001 Low
and Oral Cleaning Tools
Enabling Factors

- Support from Individuals and 0.365  0.270 - 0.453 <.001 Low

Receiving Information on Oral

Health Care from Various Sources
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