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Background and Objectives: Nowadays, the number

of medical malpractice law suits has increased and
affected the quality of work. It is necessary to have
basic medico-legal knowledge in physicians. This study
therefore aimed to examine the proportion of the
physicians who have sufficient knowledge about the
Tort Liability of State Officer Act B.E.2539, its associated
factors and suggestions for improvement in medico-legal
knowledge of physicians in the future

Methods: A descriptive study was conducted. The study
population was 610 physicians in a hospital, which was
sampled to 274 using systematic sampling method.
A self-administered questionnaire was utilized. SPSS
version 19.0 was used to analyze proportion, 95% Cl,
median, interquatile range, Chi-Square and Odds ratio.
Results: The response rate was 66.1%(181/274). The
proportion of the physicians having sufficient knowledge
about the Tort Liability of State Officer Act B.E.2539 was
0.48 (84/175) (95% CI: 0.40, 0.56) of the physicians
having sufficient knowledge about the Tort Liability of
State Officer Act B.E.2539. The three most legal issues
which the physicians had the highest knowledge scores
were the tort occurring in their clinic where the sufferer
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could not sue the state office (66.1%) and the physicians
have to compensate for damages in case they had done
intentionally (64.8%) or seriously carelessly (64.6%).
The factor associated to physicians’ knowledge was their
working period. Most physicians agree with publishing
hand book about medico-legal knowledge.
Conclusions: Aimost half of the physicians in the hospital
have sufficient knowledge about the Tort Liability of State
Officer Act B.E.2539. The factor that may associated with
the medico-legal knowledge is duration of their work.
Keywords: Physicians, Hospital, Knowledge, the Tort
Liability of State Officer Act B.E. 2539
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