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Background and Objectives: Gunshot suicide is the

unnatural death that needs forensic autopsy to search
for the facts and also the manner of death. The collection
of evidences from the forensic autopsy and the scene
investigation will provide the manner of death. The aims
of research were to find out about the prevalence of the
gunshot suicide according to type of gun, lesions found
with other assessments such as; shooting range, number
of shots, site of the entrance wounds and the bullet
directions also.

Method: the retrospective descriptive study was carried
out on the documents from the police and the forensic
pathologists of gunshot suicide autopsy at the Srinagarind
hospital from January 1, 2000 to December 31,2014.
Results: The cases of gunshot suicide were found totally
34 cases in the male only. The handgun was used at 27
cases (79.4 %). The entrance wound at the right temporal
area were the greatest amount at 17 cases (50.0%). The
shooting ranges were mostly the contact shot about 30
cases (88.2 %). We found 17 cases (50.0%) of gunshot
suicide at the right temple. The bullet directions were from
right to left, front to back and from below to top of the head
amounted to 14 cases (82.3%).

Conclusion: The assessment of the bullet directions must
be done clearly at crime scene and the area wherever
complete forensic autopsy cannot be performed because
it might suggest the manner of gunshot suicide especially
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one contact shot at right temporal area with the bullet
directions reveal from right to left, front to back and from
below to top of the head.

Keywords: suicide, forensic autopsy, gunshot wound,
bullet direction
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